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Hebrews 11:1–12 (NKJV)

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 

3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible. 

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that 
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had 

taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and 

that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

7 By faith Noah, beingAfter he was divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved 
with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and 

became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the 

heirs with him of the same promise; 

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the 

age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude
—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

Abraham’s faithfulness:

The keyword is inheritance:

Faith and Love:

Love is the outworking of grace through revelation on God’s part, and 
belief and obedience to that revelation on man’s part.

Faith is the intellectual process of understanding God's word, 
and accepting it to be true.

Love is what puts that knowledge to action.

The importance of

We're talking about post salvation faith, faith that is important for spiritual growth and spiritual advance. 

Matthew 10:37 (NKJV)

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or 

daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

John 14:15 (NKJV)

15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

1 John 5:3 (NKJV)

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments 
are not burdensome.

2 John 6 (NKJV)

6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, 
that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.

John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. 

35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 John 2:7–11 (NKJV)
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had 
from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 
8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the 

darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 

9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 

10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in 
him. 
11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he 
is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not 
of the Father but is of the world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides 
forever.

We love God first: 
Because life begins and is sustained by Him
Because without Christ death ensues 

There is no in-between,

Colossians 1:15–18 (NKJV)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

Deuteronomy 30:19–20 (NKJV)
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you 

life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and 
your descendants may live; 

20 that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and 

that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the 
length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to 

your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

Romans 4:11–12 (NKJV)

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all 

those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might 

be imputed to them also, 
12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 

walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while 

still uncircumcised.

 kleronomos means and is translate into the English word heir , that brings us to the doctrine of 

Heirship and Inheritance, a significant theme going through Hebrews 11, though the word 
is only mentioned a couple times.  

 Then we have another word promise which has to do with future fulfillment of something. 

A promise is given as a security, as a pledge of something that God will do in the future. 

It is clear that this word is related to inheritance and heirship. So inheritance and 

heirship and promise are all interconnected here in the book of Hebrews. 

 

There are 2 distinct categories of heirship for the Church Age believer. 

Their identified in:

Romans 8:16–17 (NKJV)
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God, and joint heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together with Christ.

Without the proper punctuation of the red comma  "heirs of 
God" and "joint heirs of Christ" 

are identical and synonymous. 

But that is followed by a conditional clause if we suffer with Him, that 

would make the synonymous heirship dependent or 

conditioned on suffering. 

It becomes quite evident when we pay close attention to the context that 
the punctuations are out of place.

should insert the comma after heirs of God. 

That’s one category of heirship that's common to every believer. 

 

Then the second category, joint heirs of Christ, should not have a comma 

following Christ because it is that joint heirship with Christ that is 

conditioned upon suffering with Him. 

So the first category in the heirship of God is common to every believer. 
There are certain things that every believer in heaven will possess in 
common. 

We will all have a resurrection body. 
None of us will have a sin nature. 
We will all be in a place where there's no more sorrow, no more 
tears, no more pain. And probably many other things that are 
common. 

 

But there will be some things that are distinct to the faithful advancing 
believer who fall under the second category of joint heirs with Christ:

 

 

So suffering with Christ is not talking about going through a 
lot of hardship and self-inflicted hardships . 

Some people interpret suffering with Christ as a higher spiritual way of 
life, and that there will be greater rewards as a result of the suffering.

But that's not at all the intended meaning, in Hebrews 5 It has to do with 
the fact that He was living in the cosmic system, living in the Devil's 
Domain; it was just the fact that situations and circumstances of adversity 
caused Him to make decisions in His humanity, to obey truth and trust his 
Father's will. 

So suffering with Christ as a disciple of Christ, is simply trusting the word 
of God in the face of life's adversities, and through those adversities in 
obedience to God's word, we are going to grow to maturity as Christ did, 
therefore, we will be join heirs with Christ, and be glorified together with 
Him:

A faithful believer will have a greater capacity for enjoying 
where they are and what's going on in heaven simply because 
they studied the Word, applied the Word, grew to maturity here 
in this life. 

They will enter the new Heaven and new Earth with a greater 
capacity for enjoying there eternal habitation. Consequently, 
because they have a greater capacity, which is directly related 
to their knowledge and understanding of Scripture. They 
matured through the guidance of truth as revealed in scripture 
which equipped them to handle eternal inheritance.

Romans 8:16–17 (NKJV)
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God, and joint heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together with Christ.

Hebrews 5:6–8 (NKJV)
6 As He also says in another place: “You are a priest forever According to the order of 
Melchizedek”; 

7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from 
death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 

8 though He was a Son, yet He learned 
obedience by the things which He suffered.

in His humanity

A successful Christian life means that we will be matured to a level of capable 
eternal service and blessings with Christ

In short suffering with Christ means that we do 
not fold under pressure and sin, but we learn to 
be faithful through adversities

Romans 8:16–17 (NKJV)
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God, and joint heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together with Christ.

So there are 2 categories of inheritance that Romans 8 gives us: 

one that is true for every believer and 
one that just comes to those believers who were growing and advancing 
in Christ.

Hebrews 11:7–12 (NKJV)

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as 

an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and 

Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was 

past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in 
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 
15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 
16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly future or destiny country. Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

7 By faith Noah, beingAfter he was divinely warned of things not yet seen, 
moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the 

world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

heir inheritance promised

These 3 words show us the thread (the idea) that is being developed by the writer, as he's focusing 

on the fact that it was their faith (their sanctifying faith, their spiritual life faith) it was that 

divine knowledge that they understood, and received to be true, that focused them on future 

realities indicated by the promise of God. 

They were living their lives in time, day-by-day, as their decisions were shaped by the fact that they 
understood God's plan, and where they were headed eventually.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

a combination of the word for a reward or a wage plus the verb for giving. So those were 
brought together in a word indicating the giver of rewards or a rewarder. 

The focus here begins to take shape on inheritance and rewards.

misthapodotēs

kkk

They clearly understand that there is a future destiny. It is an understanding of 
their future destiny in living with God, that shaped their decisions 

in time. 

 

The focus we’re looking at here is going to be on the external evidence in terms of their 

obedience to specific revelation that comes because they did believe that revelation and 

because they believed that which could not be measured, made visible, was not known 
empirically or discovered empirically. 

The only evidence was their obedience which is love for God, and the impact that they had, and 
the way it changed how they lived. 

 

That takes us back to the main theme in: 

Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV)

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

Faith pistis: The basic meaning of the word is: 

1. understanding something and then

2. accepting it to be true.    

You can't believe something you don't understand.  

You're not necessarily believing something exhaustively, or with all 
its elements and aspects.  

You may not come to fully understand all the nuances of what it is 
you're believing; but you can't believe something that you don't have 
some level of understanding.  

A basic definition:

Mysticism is belief in belief, it's belief in something without any 
understanding of something, not having anything to back up what 
you believe.

This is where people get carried away with emotion.

But Faith is thinking.  It's not emotion.  It is an intellectual 
process.  You believe with your mind.  You understand 
something; and then you make a volitional choice whether or 
not it is true.

Romans 10:17 (NKJV)

17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.

So faith then is the conviction, the confidence of things hoped for. 
Faith is to be completely persuaded!

Hope is a confident 
expectation of future things. 

What is hoped for always throws us 
into the future. 

In a court of law, evidence is a testimony of something, it 
witnesses to crime or innocence or of something else. But it 
testifies to something.

faith is evidenced 
by things not seen. 

Evidence points to something 
else. Through this chapter: faith is 
evidenced by Divine Revelation, 
the inscripturated testimony of the 
apostles and prophets.

Noah has the righteousness which is according to faith, and that is always going to give 
every believer a certain inheritance. 

But there is an additional inheritance, those contingency blessings either in time 
or in eternity that only become ours when we trust God and apply His revelation to our lives 
and grow to spiritual maturity. 

And so Noah becomes and heir of the righteousness he already had according to faith 

but also gains additional heirship because he trusts God and acts on God's promise.

has to do with future fulfillment
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