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 confidence in the plan of 
God's word

1.

a.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Abraham’s faithfulness:

The keyword is inheritance:

Hebrews 11:1–12 (NKJV)

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 

3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible. 

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that 
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had 

taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he 

was going. 

9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and 

Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

The importance of

We're talking about post salvation faith, faith that is important for spiritual growth and spiritual advance. 

Noah was told to do something specific "build an ark”

Abraham was also commanded specifically, to “leave your home and go to a land 
that I will show you”

7 By faith Noah, beingAfter he was divinely warned of things not yet seen, 

moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, bythrough which he 

condemned the world 

and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

heir inheritance promised

These 3 words show us the thread (the idea) that is being developed by the writer, as he's focusing 

on the fact that it was their faith (their sanctifying faith, their spiritual life 

faith) it was that divine knowledge that they understood, and received to be true, that 

focused them on future realities indicated by the promise of God. 

They were living their lives in time, day-by-day, as their decisions were shaped by the fact that they 
understood God's plan, and where they were headed eventually.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

a combination of the word for a reward or a wage plus the verb for giving. So those were 
brought together in a word indicating the giver of rewards or a rewarder. 

The focus here begins to take shape in relation to heirship, inheritance and 
rewards.

misthapodotēs

mmm

noun, 
nominative, 
singular, 
masculine

pronoun — A word that can 
substitute for a noun or noun 
phrase. Pronouns often refer 
back to a noun (the 
“antecedent”) that occurred in a 
previous sentence or phrase.

pronoun, relative, 
genitive, singular, 
feminine

noun, 
accusative, 
singular, 
feminine

Must agree in gender

this was for the purpose of the salvation of his 
household: the preposition EIS plus the accusative of 

SOTERIA which means deliverance in this 
context,, not soul salvation or eternal salvation, but 

deliverance from this particular devastation.

noun, 
accusative, 
singular, 
feminine

EIS SOTERIA

Noah, being fully persuaded of 
God's impending judgment, he 
feared for the lives of his family

Noah, and his family's salvation was the 
condemnation of the world.

The ark itself announced the sentence 
on the world 

relative — 1. Of pronouns: A 
relative pronoun qualifies a 
noun by relating it to another 
phrase or sentence. Such 
pronouns can function as 
adjectives. In the sentence 
“That is the family whose 
house burned down,” the 
relative pronoun “whose” 
modifies the noun “house.” 

The relative pronoun whose 
also links “house burned down” 
with “That is the family.” The 
antecedent of the relative 
pronoun “whose” is the noun 
“family.”

genitive — The genitive is the case that qualifies or restricts a 
noun by means of a specific characterization. The genitive 
normally marks a noun as the source or possessor of 
something, or refers to the kind of 
relationship that noun has to another 
noun. It is typically expressed in English by the 
preposition “of”. 

For example, in the phrase “throne of the king” the noun 
“king” is in the genitive and qualifies the type of throne. In 
“blood of Christ,” Christ is the genitive noun which describes 
possession. The genitive case is also used for the objects of 
some prepositions.

dia hos

KATAKRINO

KIBOTOS

Ephesians 2:4–7 (NKJV)
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), 

6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, 
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
10 For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them.

In Greek, when there is:
a clause,
a phrase, 
a sentence, 
a paragraph, or 
a book, 

and you’re referring to the whole thing, 
then you use a neuter pronoun to refer 
to that total phrase,…. 

The phrase here that it’s describing is a phrase that goes back several 
verses to Ephesians 2:4-5 “by grace through faith salvation.” It is not the 
faith that is the gift of God.

A great many ministers want the “that” to refer to 

“faith.” 

The problem: this is a neuter pronoun, which means 
it has to agree in gender. 

It can’t be gender-confused, it has to agree in gender 
with the noun to which it refers.

The problem is that the word “grace” and the word 

“faith” are feminine, so it can’t refer to grace and it 

can’t refer to faith. The participle “you have been 
saved” is masculine; it can’t refer to “that.”

noun, 
feminine

verb, 
masculine

noun, 
feminine

pronoun, 
neuter

The Greek indicates it should be "through which," [dia] plus 

the genitive of the relative pronoun HOS, and the relative 
pronoun refers back to ark. "Ark," KIBOTOS is a feminine 
noun, so that means it is through which, the construction of 
the ark, the ark itself condemned the world. 

The Greek verb here for condemnation is KATAKRINO—an 
intensified form of the verb KRINO which means to judge or 
condemn. KATAKRINO means to pronounce a sentence after 
determination of guilt. 

So the ark itself was a visual sentence on the people of the 
Earth prior to the flood. 

World refers to the entire cosmic system/the world—men, 
women, children and all living creatures over the face of the 
whole earth.

GINOMAI

verb, aorist, 
middle, 
indicative

So the intended sense of the heirship is in relation to God's 
mandate "build an ark”

This heirship is in relation to contingency 

blessings for the obedient believer

Revelation 19:7–8 (NKJV)
7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and His wife has made herself ready.” 
8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen 

is the righteous acts of the saints.

the intellectual process of 

understanding God's 
mandates for the 
justified believer, 
and accepting it to be true.

Noah has the righteousness which is according to faith, and that is 
always going to give every believer a certain inheritance. 

But there is an additional inheritance, those contingency 
blessings either in time or in eternity that only become ours when we 
trust God and apply His revelation to our lives and grow to spiritual 
maturity. 

Romans 8:16–17 (NKJV)
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God, and joint heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together with Christ.

Subsequent to

What righteousness? What Faith?

noun KLERONOMOS

Connecting the dots between all these words, the author's train of thought is clearly focusing our 

attention on sanctifying faith, it’s our spiritual life faith, that divine 
knowledge that we understand, and received to be true, that focus us on future realities 

indicated by the promise of God. 

Just like the faithful believers here in Hebrews 11, we also are too live our lives in time, day-by-day, 
making decisions that have been forged by a clear and precise understanding of scripture with a 

bird-dog focus on the promise of inheritance.

heir inheritance promised

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was 

past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in 
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 
15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 
16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly future or destiny country. Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

VV.13 refers to all of the previously mentioned here in Hebrews Hall of faith: Abel and Enoch 

and Noah and Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and Sarah. 

So they never saw it. Abraham and Sarah never owned a piece of land other than their 
grave, a cave of Machpelah.

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Sarah. They didn't have ownership rights in the land of 
promise.  

 

This has application for church age believers Even in the Millennial Kingdom not 
all who dwell there will possess it. 

Mature believers who receive rewards are said to have ownership or 

inheritance in the kingdom. 

But there will be believers who lose rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

They'll be there but they won't have an inheritance in the kingdom: 

That doesn't mean they won't go to heaven. It means they won't have 
an inheritance in the kingdom.

1 Corinthians 6:7–11 (NKJV)
7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one 
another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves 
be cheated? 

8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to 
your brethren! 

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 

inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Galatians 5:18–21 (NKJV)
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 

beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.

Context makes it clearer that the unrighteous 
are brethren, they've been justified.

Revelation 21:1–8 (NKJV)

1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 

2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God 
Himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said 
to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 

7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he 
shall be My son. 
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death.”

This is about 
overcoming for 
inheritance, in 
contrast to the 
believer who does 
not overcome, and 
does, he will have 
an eternal loss of 
inheritance
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