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The
Transformed controlled 

tongue

Godly Wisdom is the skillful application 
of 

divine Truth

The words that we speak, originate from the abundance of 
our heart’s thought processes:

Romans 8:5–9 (NKJV)

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 

but those who live according to the Spirit, they set their minds onthe things of the 
Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death, 

but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

The faithful believer is to support the weak believer:

James 3:1–12 (NKJV)

1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing 
that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 
2 For we all stumble in many things.

If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a 
perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. 

3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 

4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a 
very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles! 

6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it 
defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 
7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind. 

8 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 
9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of 
God. 

10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not to be so. 

11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? 
12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and 
fresh.

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works 

are done in the meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 

15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 

16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 
18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

It takes discipline to submit to the life producing power of God's 
word by means of the Holy Spirit.

Eternal life cannot be produced through human moral good.

For example: I no longer love my wife because of something 
I'm doing apart from a precise understanding of God's word. 

No, I love my wife because I understood the doctrine of 
Ephesians 5:18… & Colossians 3:16… and it's because of the 
knowledge of that Life producing divine doctrine that's 
transformed my character so that I can love my wife through the 
word of God which has become part of who I am.

My volition, united with divine TRUTH.

I chose to reject my human moral standard of love for my wife, 
and instead, I chose to conduct my life from the highest possible 
standard of love, Divine revelation/ the Bible.

If we do something because of opinion/I think it pleases God: it 
doesn't.

If we do something on the basis of a clear understanding of 
Bible doctrine, we know it pleases God: it does !!!

God is pleased when: 
1. we take the time to accurately understand His word, 
2. it transforms our character, and 
3. we live on the basis of that transformed thought process.

It's because of that divinely transformed character that we can 
love our spouse even when the spouse is not lovely.

And beyond that, there can only be a deeper love  (a personal 
love, a friendship love) when the spouse returns divine 
love on the same basis.

Any other love, is a love system generated in the domain of 
Satan. They are all love systems developed for the most part, from 
the fantasy love songs of this present age that we’re living in; and 
they are all simply a mirage, it's not based in reality.

Why we do something is just as important as what we do.

God is pleased when: 
1. we take the time to accurately understand His word, 
2. it transforms our character, and 
3. we live on the basis of that transformed thought process.

We are aware daily why we're doing, what we are doing.

John 8:32 (NKJV)

32 And you shall know the TRUTH, and the TRUTH shall make you 
free.”

Concerning Bible interpretation, a minister should never 

Cherry pick a passage from its 
intended contextual meaning, 

in order to establish the point of his message

Sanctification is a process of discipline by means of the 
Spirit through the use of the word

For the great majority of church going believers, the 
teaching that comes over the pulpit is not much more 
than window dressing, it’s very shallow and it requires 
no deep thought.

They seldom get under the hood to the life producing 
nuts and bolts of Bible doctrine that's essential for 
both spiritual growth, and preparedness for the eternal 
state.

Isaiah 55:7–11 (NKJV)

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let 

him return to the Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says 

the Lord. 

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than 

your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it 
bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 

11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not 
return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

God's word is going to return to Him, in us, gloriously:

12 So teach us to number our days, 
That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Psalm 90:12 (NKJV)

James 4:8 (NKJV)
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.

Ephesians 5:25–27 (NKJV)

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
for her, 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her how?with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

What a glorious 
church looks like

noun, dative

Sanctification is a process of discipline by means of the 
Spirit through the use of the word

Matthew 15:18–19 (NKJV)
18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they 
defile a man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.

Isaiah 29:13 (NKJV)

13 Therefore the Lord said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near with 
their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have removed 
their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of 
men,

Dealing with the problem of the heart is what you and I as disciples of 
Christ do daily.

We discipline our minds to identify sin, even when we see a life of sin 
practiced in another believer with whom we have close relations

“Their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me”—their worship 
is empty.

A lot of people today think that if you come with a sincere heart that you 
can worship God, and they don’t understand the principles in the Old 
Testament and the New Testament related to cleansing and the importance 
of dealing with sin first before you can have a relationship with God.

So “their worship is in vain and they teach as doctrines the 
commandments of men.” That’s once again the issue of authority 
orientation.

Isaiah 35:3 (NKJV)

3 Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the feeble knees.

1 Thessalonians 5:14–18 (NKJV)

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, 

be patient with all. 

15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves 
and for all. 
16 Rejoice always, 
17 pray without ceasing, 
18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Romans 15:1–2 (NKJV)

1 We then who are strong    ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, 

and not to please ourselves. 

2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)

10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
statutes and ordinances in Israel.

Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV)
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Colossians 3:2–3 (NKJV)
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Romans 12:16–19 (NKJV)
16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate 
with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.

If we don't give the 
word of God, 
enough thought so 
that the Holy Spirit 
has  adequate time 
to transforms our 
character, we will 
never have 
a biblical, 
spontaneous 
response to sudden 
adversity

Whenever you see a list of sins, such as this one, it 
should always be viewed as a sample list.  don't limit 
the list to only what is listed. All sin applies to the list.

Romans 8:29–30 (NKJV)

29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these 
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

The image of Christ is the human image bearing, character qualities, that Adam lost at the fall.

As each one of us are maturing as learners of God's word, we should see identifiable signs of 
maturity in our responses to adversity.

It is essential that the word of God reaches the transforming stage in the heart of the believer, 
otherwise it's just data in and data out.

Clearly, Ezra wanted to understand, 
but he also determined to obey

Scripture clearly defines a faithful believer to be someone who has been 
and is being conformed to divine truth.
Scripture clearly defines a faithful believer to be someone who has been 
and is being conformed to divine truth.

We then who are strong

105 ἀδύνατος (adynatos), ον (on): adj.; ≡ Str 102; 

TDNT 2.284—1. LN 74.22 incapable, 
powerless
74.22 ἀδύνατοςa, ον: pertaining to not being able 
to do or experience something—‘incapable, not 
being able.’ ὀφείλομεν δὲ ἡμεῖς οἱ δυνατοὶ τὰ 
ἀσθενήματα τῶν ἀδυνάτων βαστάζειν ‘but we who 
are capable ought to bear the weaknesses of those who 
are not capable’ Ro 15:1. In Ro 15:1 οἱ δυνατοί refers to 
capability with respect to faith and τῶν ἀδυνάτων refers, 
conversely, to those who are incapable with respect to 
faith.

adynatosdynatos

25.177 βαστάζωc (bastazō): (similar in 
meaning to ὑποφέρω ‘to endure,’ 25.175, but 
probably somewhat more emphatic in meaning) to 
continue to bear up under unusually 
trying circumstances and difficulties—‘to 
endure, to bear up under.’

bastazō

821 ἀσθένημα (asthenēma), ατος (atos), τό (to): 
n.neu.; ≡ Str 771; TDNT 1.490—LN 74.24 weakness, a 
failing (Ro 15:1+) an instance of weakness or 
limited capacity—‘weakness, case of weakness

asthenēma

scruples

The conduct of one’s life, what they choose to 
think about, which will result in the words that 
come out of their mouth, and the things they 
do, and the places they go. 

It all begins with what a person chooses to think

Notice there are only two sources that 
produce thought systems:

1. A multitude of contradicting systems that 
all fall under the category of the flesh which 
are all inspired by the god of this world.
2. The revealed word of God.

gar

James is drawing a 
conclusion from 
the previous verse

The goal concerning the tongue that we are reaching for 
according to this 3rd chapter of James, is a tongue 
that is bridal by Divine truth, it is controlled by walking 
by means of the spirit, and letting the word of Christ 
dwell richly within us

An uncontrolled thought life, 
and an uncontrolled tongue, 
are contradictory to the work 
of righteousness in Christ 
Jesus.

Wisdom is the skillful 
application of truth / divine 
knowledge

How we acquire or develop wisdom and/or understanding in the soul. 

One thing is clear from the structure of the question and answer in this vers is that we 
must first have wisdom and understanding in the soul before we can 

have the deeds of the gentleness of wisdom. 

We must always change our thinking before we change our actions. 

The problem with most Christianity, is they confuse morality with 

spirituality. They have confused outside, external behaviour with internal 
transformation, most Christians fall prey to the same trap as the Pharisees, and Jesus 
told the Pharisees that they were nothing more than whitewashed sepulchres. 

An advancing disciple of Christ is transformed from the 
inside out and not from the outside in. If we just try to do the right thing/good 

works, without first a divine character transformation, that's merely a moral 
change without a rock to stand on. You're standing on sand that will certainly shift 
when the adversity of life come against you. 

Brought under control of divine truth

Understanding is the 
comprehension of divine 
truth

James 3
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