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The abundant life: It's the process of an ever increasing, both awareness of 
the depth and riches of Divine Revelation, and clarity of thought

It’s the process of becoming aware through divine revelation, of how and 
where to place our dependence.
In what do we place our trust?

Love the character of God

God’s agricultural illustrated process:

Hebrews 6:7–8 (NKJV)
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is 
cultivated, receives blessing from God; 

8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected unapproved and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Love  is the essence of God: and His essence was revealed 
in the character of His Son:

Love  for God is the character trait that will secure a positive review at 
the judgment seat of Christ:

Psalm 1:1–6 (NKJV)

1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 

3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 
4 The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

James 4:8 (NKJV)

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.

Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

How is fruit produced? God and man are both involved according to 
scripture: 
Man's responsibility engages his volition
The Holy Spirit is the primary agent in sanctification

How do they work together?

What is the specific mechanical breakdown?

Our Launching pad for this and previous studies is:

Hebrews 6:7–8 (NKJV)
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is 
cultivated, receives blessing from God; 

8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected unapproved and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Ephesians and Colossians give us a specific breakdown.

So when looking at Ephesians 5:18 and Colossians 3:16 and their 
surrounding context, they are very similar.

Isaiah 55:8–11 (NKJV)
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water 
the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the 
eater, 
11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it 
shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

John 10:10 (NKJV)

10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 

come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly.

The abundant life is much more than simply 
gaining an eternal position as a child of God.

One or the other: you either walk in the 
Spirit, or you walk in the flesh.

If you walk in the Spirit you won’t fulfill the 
lusts of the flesh?

John 15:7–10 (NKJV)
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 
you. 

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His love.

The concepts of these verses has to do with production – 
how fruit is produced from the soil as a by-product of the 
nutrients that go into it, as the soil itself receives the rain from 
Heaven. 

2 kinds of production that come out of the Christian life; 
1. that which is positive vv.7 (which receives blessing) 
2. that which is negative vv.8 (which is judged / disciplined.)

This is the way you're 
going to obtain “Life 
more abundantly”

Galatians 5:22–25 (NKJV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Matthew 22:36–40 (NKJV)
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Love is the character 

transformation in us, 
through obedience to 
divine truth: remember 
Jesus said:

 “I always do those 
things that please the 
Father;”

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)
14 Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation 
of Your throne; Mercy and 
truth go before Your 
face.

John 14:6 (NKJV)
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.

Love  for God is the first and primary character quality 

produced in us by the Spirit:

derek derek
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A faithful believer is being 
compared to a tree being 
nourished with the abundance of 
water, resulting in fruit

Paul wrote these two letters while imprisoned:

They are parallel to one another so that if Ephesians touches on 
one subject, you can turn to Colossians and it will give a little 
more insight on the subject. 

On the other hand in Ephesians a topic or doctrine may be 
developed a little more than Colossians speaks of it. 

So these two letters Colossians and Ephesians balance each other. 

By using them together they are intended to increase our 
understanding of their doctrines as revealed by God.

Ephesians 5:15–30 (NKJV)

15 See then that you   walk circumspectly,     not as fools but as 

wise, 

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord, 

20 giving thanks always 
for all things to God the 
Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the 
church; and He is the Savior of the body. 
24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself for her, 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by 
the word, 
27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. 
28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he 
who loves his wife loves himself. 
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as the Lord does the church. 
30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

Ephesians 6:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first 
commandment with promise: 
3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” 

4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the 
Lord.

Colossians 3:12–21 (NKJV)

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 

tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering; 
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if 
anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. 

14 But above all these things put on Love, 

which is the bond of perfection. 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also 
you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

16 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. 

17 And whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him. 
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the 
Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward 
them. 

20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well 
pleasing to the Lord. 
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged.

What we learn is that we have to make a choice to 
prioritize the word of God:

If you want to overcome The Temptations that tug on the desires of your sin 
nature, that keeps you from obeying scripture; your volitional choice to 
set your mind on things above is required.

You can make the choice to pray with all sincerity and ask God to 
strengthen you by His Spirit and by His word: 

And God will do that, but your daily volitional decision is necessary.

Love  for God is a fruit of the 

Spirit; and is critical for all 
spiritual growth.

72.19 ἀκριβῶς; ἀκριβής, ές: pertaining 
to strict conformity to a norm or standard, 
involving both detail and completeness—
‘accurate, accurately, strict, strictly

Wisdom is the skillful 
application of Biblical 
understanding

Hebrews 6:8 (NKJV)
8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected 

unapproved and near to being cursed, whose end 

is to be burned.

1 Corinthians 9:27 (NKJV)
27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
become disqualified.

These are all fruits of the Spirit,  but the 

primary one is Love

Ezra 7:10 (NKJV)
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek 
the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

James 4:7–10 (NKJV)
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

2 sentences connected. 

The fist describes the general activity 
The second describes the mechanics 
of how that takes place

There are only two options and the Bible 
represents these as complete, you are either 
one or the other: 
1. a friend of God and antagonistic to the cosmic 

system or
2. a friend of the world and antagonistic to God 

You can't have both, you can’t balance truth 
with error? 

You can't walk in darkness and love God

For many Christians they resist the confrontation that 
comes with obeying scripture, because of the fear of 
being abrasive to Family and the world around them 

But that is exactly what divine viewpoint is, it is 
sometimes abrasive to the unsaved.

Obedience to the word of God is the only 
thing that we will take with us into eternity

All of that is humility

ll

put on

Love  for God is the character trait of the believer that 

receives the word of God:

1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV)
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 

17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he 

who does the will of God abides forever.

2123 ἐπιθυμία (epithymia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 1939; TDNT 

3.168—1. LN 25.12 deep desire, longing (Mk 4:19; Lk 22:15; 

Php 1:23; 1Th 2:17+); 2. LN 25.20 lust, coveting, craving 

epithymia

epithymia

epithymia

walk circumspectly

Matthew 22:16 (NKJV)
16 And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 

know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about 
anyone, for You do not regard the person of men.

John 8:31–32 (NKJV)
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed. 

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

4409 πιστεύω (pisteuō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 586; Str 4100; TDNT 6.174—1. LN 
31.35 think to be true, to believe, implying trust (Mt 24:23; Lk 1:20; 1Co 11:18; Jas 

2:19; Mk 16:13, 14 v.r.); 2. LN 31.85 trust, faith, believe to 
the extent of complete trust (Mt 18:6; Ro 4:3; 1Pe 2:6; 
Mk 16:17 v.r.); 3. LN 31.102 have Christian faith, become a believer of the 
Gospel (Ac 4:32; Ro 1:16; Mk 16:16 v.r.); 4. LN 35.50 entrust, put something into the 

Godly wisdom is not exclusive 
to any individual. 

The man who fears God, and 
walks faithfully is a man of 
much wisdom.

Proverbs 13:1 (NKJV)
1 A wise son heeds his father’s 
instruction, But a scoffer does not 
listen to rebuke.

Proverbs 15:20 (NKJV)
20 A wise son makes a father glad, 
But a foolish man despises his 
mother.

8.7.25
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