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Definition: Elohiym

Sons of God:

We are studying sons of God:

Job 1:6–7 (NKJV)

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 

and Satan also came among them. 

Job 2:1–6 (NKJV)

1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also 

“I said you are gods”:

In a few places in scripture God has lifted the curtain as it were, 
so that we can see what's influencing 
the leaders of nations:

Context is always the key to unlock biblical understanding:

Deuteronomy 32:8–9 (ESV)

8 When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders 

of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. 

Obtain the meaning of Elohiym from the scripture:

Elohiym is used thousands of times in the O.T. for God, and that's the primary meaning.

 

As a title for Yahweh God: 
Genesis 1:1–2 (NKJV)

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.

Genesis 1:26–27 (NKJV)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Exodus 20:1–3 (NKJV)

1 And God spoke all these words, saying: 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.

As a title meaning Angels:
Psalm 8:4–5 (NKJV)
4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 

5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned 
him with glory and honor.

As a title for false gods behind the idols/ Demons:
Deuteronomy 32:16–17 (NKJV)

16 They provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods; With abominations they provoked Him to anger. 

17 They sacrificed to demons, not to God, To gods they did not know, To new gods, new arrivals That your fathers did not 
fear.

Daniel 11:36–38 (NKJV)
36 “Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak 

blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been 
determined shall be done. 

37 He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself 
above them all. 

38 But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a god which his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold 

and silver, with precious stones and pleasant things.

As a title for a departed human Spirit:

1 Samuel 28:13–15 (NKJV)

13 And the king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a spirit ascending 
out of the earth.” 
14 So he said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle.” And 

Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down. 

15 Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am deeply 
distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither 
by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do.”
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 Subtle hint of the Trinity
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noun common, singular

noun common, plural

1 Corinthians 10:20 (NKJV)
19 Am I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them amount to anything? no

20 But rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons 

and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.

Psalm 106:37 (NKJV)

37 They even sacrificed their sons And their daughters to demons,

4.
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ĕlôhîym ĕlôh

Psalm 8:5 (NET)
5 and make them a little less than the 

heavenly beings? You grant mankind honor 
and majesty;
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Hebrew

Of the thousands of times ĕlôhîym is used in the O.T. of the vast 
majority it’s a title for the Lord/ Yahweh

What is the common denominator for all of these usages?

It's a title for those who live in the celestial realm the heavenly realm, and that 
is their abode.

Doesn't mean DIVINE, and it 
doesn't always mean the one 
true God

ĕlôhîym

ĕlôhîym
singular plural; 1 GOD 3 PERSONS OF IDENTICAL ESSENCE

He is the 1 God, who 
enscripturated the plural title by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit

 we are earthly beings

You could define elohim as inhabitants of God’s heavenly sphere/ realm

ĕlôh ĕlôh
the future 
antichrist

Redundant question 
indicating

Earlier Paul just said “flee from idolatry”

9.4.25

ʾĕlōhîm

Conclusion:

We must understand that words 
have core meanings

If we have a limited definition of a 
word we can misinterpret 
scripture

Psalm 89:title–7 (NKJV)
A Contemplation of Ethan the Ezrahite. 
1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; With my mouth will I make known Your 
faithfulness to all generations. 
2 For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever; Your faithfulness You shall establish in the 
very heavens.” 
3 “I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David: 
4 ‘Your seed I will establish forever, And build up your throne to all generations.’ ” Selah 

5 And the heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness also in 

the assembly of the saints. set apart ones

6 For who in the heavens not who on earth! can be compared to the Lord? 

Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to the Lord? 

7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints set apart ones, 

And to be held in reverence by all 
those around Him.
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We must understand that words 
have core meanings

If we have a limited definition of a 
word we can misinterpret 
scripture

Also, depending on the context, 
for instance, Saints, the Hebrew 
word qādôš  can refer to 
mankind, angelic beings, or the 
one true God, it can be rightly 
translated to the English words 
(holy, holiness, holy ones, holy 
one, Angels, and also Saints)

(qādôš) 

holly:
the core meaning is 
distinct and unique,
Set apart ones/
set apart for the 
service of God

(qādôš) 
holly

Isaiah 6:1–5 (NKJV)
3 And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full 
of His glory!” 
4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the 
voice of him who cried out, and the house was 
filled with smoke. 

5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes 
have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.”

Holy doesn't mean to be morally pure in and of itself, that's 

not what the word means, Holy means something that is 
unique or distinct, or something that is set apart for the 
service of God.

The inanimate objects in the temple were said to 
be holy, an inanimate object cannot be morally pure

Isaiah recognized God to be unique and distinct

saints

Where?

bad translation
Context clearly indicates
Set apart ones

holy is commonly thought to mean 
morally pure or someone who is perfect, 
but that may have nothing to do with its 
use in the given passage. 

Those are secondary meanings of the 
word.

Make sure you have a broader definition for words:
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Job 38:1–11 (NASB95)
1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge? 
3 “Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding, 

5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it? 
6 “On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8 “Or who enclosed the sea with doors When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 
9 When I made a cloud its garment And thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10 And I placed boundaries on it And set a bolt and doors, 
11 And I said, ‘Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves stop’?

Where were you at the beginning of creation?

The angels were all still united at this point

at a distinct point in the sequence 
of events

Angels were created before the heavens and the earth

Synonymous parallelism used 
in Hebrew poetry

The celestial bodies called stars were not created until the fourth day of creation

Genesis 1:16–19 (NKJV)
16 Then God made two great lights: the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night. He made the stars 
also. 
17 God set them in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, 
18 and to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 So the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day.

Where?

Where?

 (yhwh) Yahweh

Those who are present 
immediately around Him

In the old testament "sons of God" 
is a technical term referring to 
angels. It's never used to refer to 
mankind.

(sābîb)

Surrounding or 
in the vicinity

Paraphrased:
Angels

Parallel phrase

Psalm 82:1–8 (NKJV)

1 God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among 

the gods angels. 

2 How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the wicked?

3 Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked. 
5 They do not know, nor do they understand; They walk about in darkness; 

whyAll the foundations of the earth are 
unstable. 

6 I said, “You are gods, And all of you are childrensons of the Most 
High. 

7 But you shall die like men, And fall like one of the princes.” 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; 

For You shall inherit all nations.

ʾêl

ĕlôhîym relates to the demons

ʾêl

Demonic influence

children of Israel

2800 BC

1400 BC
1400 years later God created the nation Israel

Angels are sometimes simply referred to as ’elohiym because of the fact they are 
those who live in this celestial realm, the heavenly realm, and that is their abode.

And sometimes they are referred to as stars for the same reason.

council or Assembly

Angels are sometimes simply referred to as elohiym (whether fallen or elect/holy angels) 
because of the fact they are those who live in this celestial realm, the heavenly 
realm, and that is their abode.

And sometimes they are referred to as stars for the same reason.

Bene Yahweh is sons of Yahweh and that’s restricted to Israel.

ĕlôhîym

ĕlôhîym

sarim
A human prince

ʿelyôwn

Jesus 
quotes

Demonic influence

God's word 
should affect 

how we 
understand 
the world 
around us

God is accusing them of being unjust. 
This Psalm was written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for the faithful 
believers understanding, teaching him how to view the world around him; that 
we live in the devil’s world and the trend in the devil’s world is always toward 
injustice and it is always toward evil.

Psalm 82:2 (NET)
2 He says, “How long will you 
make unjust legal decisions and 
show favoritism to the wicked? 
(Selah)

The word “defend” here means: to govern or to execute justice.

God is criticizing these ’elohim judges because they are failing what they are 
supposed to be doing by way of influencing the nations that they’re assigned to, in the 
direction of justice and righteousness and properly dealing with the poor and needy.

dal
meaning helpless, 
powerless, 
insignificant, or 
dejected

The Biblically assumed standard is to have: 
1. a male father, genetically related to the child 
and 
2. a female mother genetically related to the 
child.

but what are the fallen ’elohim doing 
instead? 
in Psalm 82:2
they’re showing favoritism and partiality to 
the wicked. 

They’re letting the wicked be successful.  

They’re letting the wicked win elections. 
They’re letting the wicked gain power and 
gain control.

To give us understanding of our political and societal circumstances

Job 1:6 (NKJV)
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.

We know from many passages that Satan 
is not ruling in hell, but that he and the 
fallen angels are still in heaven.

The Lake of Fire, according to:
 Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)
41 “Then He will also say to those on the 
left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, 
into the everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels:

el the one true God is positioned on His throne in His assembly

The use of the phrase “sons of God” or bene ha’elohim is a very, very important term. 

bene ha’elohim has different forms. 

In Psalm 89 bene ’elim which is sometimes translated sons of the Mighty, because the root 

meaning of the word El has to do with power and might. When it talks about bene 
’elim, which is another form of ’Elohim, El being the root. 

You also have sons of El, the Mighty One. It’s the same concept. It's referring to the angels.

John 10:30–39 (NKJV)

30 I and My Father are one.” 

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 
32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which 
of those works do you stone Me?” 

33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, 
but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself 
God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, “You are 

gods” ’? 

35 If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the 

Scripture cannot be broken), 

36 do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You 

are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 

37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 
38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and 
believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 

39 Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He 
escaped out of their hand.

Jesus is not backpedaling in fear of 
the Jews, after making His claim to 
be equal with God.

Absolutely not, but quite to the 
contrary He doubles down on His 
claim; firmly establishing that He is 
in fact, the eternal Son of God in 
human flesh

The word of God came to 
the fallen angels by way of 
correction for their wicked 
influence on the nations of the world

Jesus is using an argument from the lesser to the greater here. 

He is saying: 

"Jesus is saying, since you accept the infallability of scripture and the fact that God 
designates elohim to these fallen angels who are influencing nations in an evil way, 
how much more is it correct to apply it to the Son of God who has demonstrated 
through great signs and wonders that He is deity?"

This verse is clearly referring to the entirety of the earth, not a 
single nation, not Israel, but all the nations of the Earth

We need to understand:
who the speaker is 
who the audience is and 
what is their location

Yahweh (the God of the Jews) is the unique Elohiym, because He is the 
creator of everything that is

ĕlôhîym = heavenly beings

ĕlôhîym = heavenly beings

ĕlôhîym = heavenly beings

We need to understand:
who the speaker is 
who the audience is and 
what is the location , is it Israel or the whole earth?
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Referring back to vv. 1

The sons of God,
An O.T. technical phrase 
referring to angels

It is a recognized fact among the Jews, that governing authorities 
have their responsibility delegated to them by God

Jesus is saying that you can't violate the infallibility of scripture

mmm
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