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Practicing
in the Realm of Light and 

TRUTH.
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The works of the flash or the production of death and destruction 
through the believer:

The fruit of the Spear is a production of LIFE in the 

believer:

Light represents the perfection and holiness of God.

Darkness represents sin:

Throughout scripture, there is a blaring contrast between light and 
darkness.

Light : represents the absolute purity and holiness, the absolute 
perfection of God's character. He is perfect righteousness, 
and in Him there is no sin, on the other hand 

Darkness : represents sin.

Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV)

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

John’s emphasis is that we are to maintain in the sphere or realm of light:

1 John 1:5–7 (NKJV)

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no 

darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not practice the TRUTH. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Awaken the believer out of darkness to the light of TRUTH:

2 elements of empowerment in order to maintain in the realm of light :

Galatians 5:18–25 (NKJV)
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lewdness, 

20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as 
I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
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LIFE
Eternal

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

preposition 
dative of means

dia

Galatians 5:16–25 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
noun, dative

Merit is in the Word of God that faith 
is trusting in,

There is no merit in faith/that is, 
in just the fact that you believe the 
Word of God

The power or the strength, the 
cause of the intended result.. 
Credit belongs to the the Word of 
God and the Holy Spirit that 

generates LIFE

Merit/ Credit
Belongs to

This word Walk is a metaphor for understanding the spiritual LIFE: 
that it’s related to God, 
that it’s related to maintaining fellowship with God.

Positional reality
This is an unchanging, 
eternal reality

Experiential reality.
The experience of the 
believer in the-here-and 
-now, in space-time 
history

When we are in fellowship, that is tantamount to “walking in the light,” or the sphere of 

light (that is a dative of sphere) and the means by which this is accomplished is the 
Holy Spirit. 

So we maintain in this sphere light by walking by means of God the Holy Spirit.

Whenever God gives a mandate, He's addressing our volition.

noun dative of 
sphere

noun dative of 
sphere

noun dative of 
sphere

So there are two spheres or realms in which mankind dwells, either:
1. The sphere of darkness, or 
2. The sphere of light

mmm

Ephesians 5:13–19 (NKJV)

13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, 
for whatever makes manifest is light. 

14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep , Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.” 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 

18 do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 

but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 

but be filled with the Spirit,

3499 μεθύσκομαι (methyskomai), 
μεθύσκω (methyskō): vb.; ≡ Str 3182; 

TDNT 4.545—1. LN 88.285 
get drunk, be drunk, be 
intoxicated (Lk 12:45; Jn 2:10; 
Eph 5:18;

methyskomai

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

negation of a 
command

noun, dative of 
means So the command is do not get drunk 

by means of wine for that is 
dissipation (wasting your life).

With the negative, it is an imperative of 
prohibition. Because it is in the present 
tense, it is a complete prohibition (do 

not get drunk) for the entire 
life of the believer. 

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

Both verbs are present, passive, imperatives, indicating that the believer 
is acted upon by that which is in the dative. 

The present imperative indicates a general standard or rule for 
the life of the believer. 

The passive voice indicates that the believer is the recipient 
of the action. 

The imperative mood emphasizes that this is a command or mandate. 

4444 πληρόω (plēroō), 
πληρόομαι (plēroomai): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4848; Str 4137; TDNT 
6.286—1. LN 67.70 (dep.) come to 
an end, complete (Ac 7:30); 2. LN 
78.46 (dep.) be completely, 
have a full degree (Ac 13:52); 
3. LN 59.37 fill, cause 
something to be full 

plēroō

So in the background of the Ephesian believers, they worshiped the god Dionysus. 

And by going up to various groves outside of town where they had altars set up, and have drunken parties, 

because Dionysus was the god of wine, so they would get into a drunken altered state of 

consciousness, and think they were having communion or fellowship with the god 
Dionysus that by speaking gibberish, this god was speaking through them

Being very open to demonic influence they believed the god would speak to them 
in an unintelligible, unknown, gibberish language. 

They would go up to Delphi, where there was the Oracle of Delphi, and they 
would get drunk, have wild dances, and fall down in an ecstatic trance and begin 
to speak in glossolalia/ an unknown language or just gibberish. They identified 
that as the god speaking through them.

With that as their background, then coming into a church, someone 
in the church stands up, and the new believer can’t understand anything they say, 
so when they start speaking in a foreign language the new believer would think it 
is the same thing they've been experiencing all their life on the hillside 
worshipping the god Dionysus. 

They were confusing the pagan mystical worship of speaking in glossolalia/ 
tongues, with this miraculous ability to speak in a 
legitimate human language as a special spiritual gift at 
the initiation of the church.

For the Ephesus, they would naturally assume it meant to become spiritual and to 
have fellowship with God by getting drunk. 

In terms of their religious background, in their mind, they were using wine in order 
to have a deeper fellowship with God.

Paul is saying don’t get drunk by means of wine, because that 
is not going to get you in fellowship 
with God, but be filled by means of the Spirit 

because that is what gets you in fellowship with God.

Delphi, a precinct in central Greece 
took its name from the Delphyne, the 
she-serpent (drakaina) who lived 
there, and was killed by the god 
Apollo (in other accounts the serpent 
was the male serpent (drakon) 
Python)

noun, dative of 
means

There is nothing gained, no knowledge, no 
direction or understanding from this god, 
their practice was completely senseless 

This is how heathens 
conducted their communion 
with their gods

Arise from the dead
They're thinking 
was still in the 
realm of death

The imperative is always addressed to the volition of the 
individual. 

That means that our volition is engaged, and it is up to us as to 
whether or not we will implement the mandate—

whether or not we will be filled means of the Spirit or 
whether we will avoid being drunk. It is up to us.

So he is acted upon by that which is in the dative. 

In part A, he is acted upon by wine, and is made drunk. 

In part B, he is acted upon by the Holy Spirit and is filled 
up with something. 

Light is the revelation of TRUTH/actual reality

gaining no direction or 
understanding from this god, 
completely senseless 

methysko

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

209 ἀκριβῶς (akribōs): adv.; ≡ Str 199 & 197—LN 
72.19 accurately, implying care and adequateness,
pertaining to strict conformity to a 
norm or standard, involving both detail 
and completeness—‘accurate, 
accurately, strict, strictly.’

akribōs
not as fools but as wise,

(exagorazo), to do something with 
intensity and urgency (used 
absolutely)—‘to work urgently,

In scripture, 
wisdom is defined 
as, the skillful 
application of 
TRUTH

So the brain and the 
intellect are engaged, 

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

Their imagination contrived the god Dionysus speaking to them when 
they were in a drunken stupor uttering gibberish.

And that was the extent of their gain!

Paul is teaching the Ephesians not to use wine as a means to get drunk 
in order to hear from God. 

Because all you’ll get, is a belly full of wine!!!

noun, dative of 
means

noun, dative of 
means

This is the means by which 
you once conducted your 
manner of life before Christ

This is the means by which 
you are now to conduct your 
manner of life in Christ

This is not a subjective 
command

Ephesians 5:20–30 (NKJV)
20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, 

as to the Lord. 

23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is 
head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 
24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 
28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his 
wife loves himself. 
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the 
Lord does the church. 
30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (NKJV)
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ,

VV.21 controls the whole next section, dealing with family 
relations, starting with the husband and wife.

We are to submit to one another in the fear of God; 

we are to be God-fearers in our home, in our 
communications to our wives and husbands, how we 
think about each other, the words that come out of our 

mouth to each other, God-fearers how we rear our 
children and our grandchildren. Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV)

10 “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, 
And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.

mmm

Faith is used as an idiom to express 
the entirety of God's word
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