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Light represents the perfection and holiness of God.

Darkness represents sin:

Throughout scripture, there is a blaring contrast between light and 
darkness.

Light : represents the absolute purity and holiness, the absolute 
perfection of God's character. He is perfect righteousness, 
and in Him there is no sin, on the other hand 

Darkness : represents sin.

Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV)

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

1 John 1:5–6 (NKJV)

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 

no darkness at all. 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 

TRUTH.

1 John 1:6–7 (NKJV)

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not practice the TRUTH. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

How and what we’re doing today by way of Truth, will determine how 
we spend eternity!!!

Life, is the generation of Fruit by means of the Spirit, through the use 

of TRUTH maintained in the soul:

Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV)

22 But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Ephesians 5:8–10 (NKJV)

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and TRUTH), 

10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

How and what we do today, by way of Truth alone, will 
determine how we spend eternity!!!
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LIFE
Eternal

mmm

This Walk is a metaphor for 
understanding the spiritual life: 

that it’s related to God, 
that it’s related to fellowship with God.

Positional reality
This is an unchanging, 
eternal reality

Experiential reality.
The experience of the 
believer in the-here-and 
-now, in space-time 
history

When we are in fellowship, that is tantamount 

to walking in the light, or the sphere of light 
(that is a dative of sphere) and the means 
by which this is accomplished is the Holy 
Spirit. 

So we maintain in this sphere light by 

walking by means of God the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

This is the only place in the Scriptures that emphasizes

However, God only needs to mandate something once to make it necessary for us to 
obey. 

Some people say if it is only in one place, it must not be that important. 

The concept is expressed elsewhere, but the emphasis is not the filling by means of 
the Spirit as much as it is walking by means of the Spirit. 

Filling of the Spirit is a means; 
Walking by means of the Spirit is the continuous process. 

That is why there is more of an emphasis on walking by means of the Spirit, in the 

Scriptures than more mandates on the filling, but that does not negate 
the importance of filling. 

God gave the mandate, it's important.

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 

but be filled with the Spirit,

3499 μεθύσκομαι (methyskomai), 
μεθύσκω (methyskō): vb.; ≡ Str 3182; 

TDNT 4.545—1. LN 88.285 
get drunk, be drunk, be 
intoxicated (Lk 12:45; Jn 2:10; 
Eph 5:18;

methyskomai

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

negation of a 
command

noun, dative of 
means So the command is do not get drunk 

by means of wine for that is 
dissipation (wasting your life).

With the negative, it is an imperative of 
prohibition. Because it is in the present 
tense, it is a complete prohibition (do 

not get drunk) for the entire 
life of the believer. 

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

The present imperative indicates a general standard or rule for the life of the 
believer. 

It comes from the verb PLEROO, and that emphasizes to fill something up. Now 
the question needs to be asked, what are you filled up with?

We are told to be filled up with the Spirit. In English it appears that the 

content of the filling, is the Spirit. 

Bad translation. In the Greek, 

a genitive is used to indicate content and
a dative to indicate means. 

It’s not talking about the content; 
it’s talking about the means, or the method used to get drunk. 

18  

“by means of the Holy Spirit” so here we have an instrumental dative.

Both verbs are present, passive, imperatives, indicating that the believer 
is acted upon by that which is in the dative. 

The passive voice indicates that the believer is the recipient 
of the action. So he is acted upon by that which is in the dative. 

In part A, he is acted upon by wine, and is made drunk. 

In part B, he is acted upon by the Holy Spirit and is filled up with 
something. 

The imperative mood emphasizes that this is a command or mandate. 

The imperative is always addressed to the volition of the individual. 

That means that our volition is engaged, and it is up to us as to whether or 
not we will implement the mandate—

whether or not we will be filled means of the Spirit or 
whether we will avoid being drunk. It is up to us.

4444 πληρόω (plēroō), 
πληρόομαι (plēroomai): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4848; Str 4137; TDNT 
6.286—1. LN 67.70 (dep.) come to 
an end, complete (Ac 7:30); 2. LN 
78.46 (dep.) be completely, 
have a full degree (Ac 13:52); 
3. LN 59.37 fill, cause 
something to be full 

plēroō

A senseless reckless manner of life

So in the background of the Ephesians they worshiped the god Dionysus. 

by going up to various groves outside of town where they had altars set 
up, and they would have these drunken parties, because Dionysus was the 
god of wine, so that they would get into a drunken altered state of 
consciousness and think they were have communion or fellowship with 
the god Dionysus by speaking gibberish, believing that this god was 
speaking through them

Ephesians 5:13–19 (NKJV)

13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, 
for whatever makes manifest is light. 

14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep , Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.” 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 

18 do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 

but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

A senseless reckless 
manner of life

methysko

Verb, present, 
passive, imperative

Not where we spend eternity (because we are all believers) but how we spend 
eternity in the new heavens and new earth!!!

So for that very reason we Walk or MAINTAIN in the Realm of 
Light and Truth.

Only TRUTH will generate LIFE in the soul of the disciple.

What validates a believer’s walk in the mind of the believer is what they hold to be true?

Is it objective? 
Is it verifiable?
Or is it subjective?

For multitudes of believers, it is subjective feelings, impressions, and intuitions, it’s 

feeling the Spirit, or feeling the presence of God when gathered at church (what’s known 
as and believed to be a “worship service”).

gar

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

preposition 
dative of means

dia

Galatians 5:16–25 (NKJV)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
noun, dative

Merit is in the Word of God that faith 
is trusting in,

There is no merit in faith/that is, 
in just the fact that you believe the 
Word of God

The power or the strength, the 
cause of the intended result.. 
Credit belongs to the Word of 

God that generates LIFE

Merit/ Credit
Belongs to

Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)

18 And do not be drunk with wine,

noun, 
dative of 
means

part A.

part B.

in which is dissipation;

but be filled with the Spirit,

noun, 
dative of 
means

verb

verb

part A.

part B.

Being very open to demonic influence they believed the god would speak to them 
in an unintelligible, unknown, gibberish language. 

That was also the background for Corinthian Church as well, with the worship of 
Apollo. It happened also with the worship of Apollo.

They would go up to Delphi, where there was the Oracle of Delphi, and they 
would get engaged in the same kind of thing, where they would get drunk, have 
wild dances, and then fall down in an ecstatic trance and begin to speak in 
glossolalia/ an unknown language or just gibberish. They identified that as the god 
speaking through them.

So that being their background and coming into a church, someone in the church 
stands up and the stranger can’t understand anything they say, and they start 
speaking in a foreign language they would think it is the same thing they've been 
experiencing all their life on the hillside worshipping the god Dionysus. 

That’s what the Corinthians did. They were confusing the pagan mystical worship 

of speaking in glossolalia/ tongues, with this miraculous ability to speak in a 
legitimate human language as a special spiritual gift at the initiation of the church.

For the Ephesus, they would naturally assume it meant to become spiritual and to 
have fellowship with God by getting drunk. In terms of their religious background, 
they were using wine in order to have a deeper fellowship with God.

Paul is saying don’t get drunk by means of wine, because that is not going to get 

you in fellowship with God, but be filled by means of the Spirit because that is 
what gets you in fellowship with God.

Arise from the dead
They're thinking 
was still in the 
realm of death

209 ἀκριβῶς (akribōs): adv.; ≡ Str 199 & 197—LN 
72.19 accurately, implying care and adequateness,
pertaining to strict conformity to a 
norm or standard, involving both detail 
and completeness—‘accurate, 
accurately, strict, strictly.’

akribōs
not as fools but as wise,

l

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

(exagorazo), to do something with 
intensity and urgency (used 
absolutely)—‘to work urgently,

In scripture, 
wisdom is defined 
as, the skillful 
application of 
TRUTH

So the brain and the 
intellect are engaged, 

Colossians 3:16 (NKJV)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.

Delphi, a precinct in central Greece 
took its name from the Delphyne, the 
she-serpent (drakaina) who lived 
there, and was killed by the god 
Apollo (in other accounts the serpent 
was the male serpent (drakon) 
Python)
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