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The Church of 
Philadelphia

An evaluation lens for 
eternal inheritance
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Context is always the key for a biblical understanding:

Always use passages within their context; and never outside of 
their context. That will change their meaning:

Matthew 24:3–14 (NKJV)

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 

will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and 

of the end of the age?” 

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 
6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes in various places. 
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s 
sake. 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 
11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come.

Revelation 12:6–12 (NKJV)
6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her 
there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels 
fought, 
8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 
9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God 
day and night, has been cast down. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not 
love their lives to the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! 
For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

Jesus Christ provides an evaluation lens for the churches, with the 
intended result of Eternal Inheritance:

Revelation 1:9–20 (NKJV)

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was 
on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a 
book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to 
Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to 
Laodicea.” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 

13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with 
a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 
16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 

countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 
17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 

18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have 
the keys of Hades and of Death. 

19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will 
take place after this. 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

The Philadelphia Church, Revelation 3:

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NASB95)
10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
to come.

12.4.25

Human morality cannot duplicate the fruit of the Spirit ; love, joy, peace, long—suffering.………

The fruit of the Spirit, which is the production of life, can only be achieved 

In Asia Minor there were somewhere between 500 hello once again once 
once again, and 1000 villages or towns. Some of them were quite large, 
others were small. 

Ephesus, for example, had a population at this time of about 250,000. 
Smyrna was the second largest city in Asia Minor. 
But Philadelphia and Laodicea were smaller. 

There were numerous churches in this area: 

So we are told, Paul spent his two years in Ephesus, that he sent out 
missionaries from Ephesus and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ was heard 

throughout all Asia. So many churches were established in that period 
from around 52 to 55 AD . 

It’s been 40 years since Christianity came to this part of the Roman empire, 
and there were most certainly more than one congregation, in at least some of 
these towns. 

Seven churches in Asia Minor

Acts 19:6–10 (NKJV)
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 
7 Now the men were about twelve in all. 
8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning 

and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 
9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way 

before the multitude, he departed from them and 
withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

of Ephesus

So why these 7 Churches? 

They are not chosen by geography, size, or their significance in the 
province of Asia. 

Some suggest that these churches represent different stages in the 
history of Christianity. 

There has to be some indication within the text of Revelation 2-3 to 

indicate church age time periods. That's an idea that's been 
around for a long time. However, context will reveal its intended purpose. 

We must be very careful that we're not reading something into God’s text. 
We do not want to do injustice to God's word.

But what we can clearly see in the context, is that each of these 

congregations are chosen because they represent different 
trends that can be in any church throughout church 
history. 

They represent the different strengths and weaknesses that are to be found 
in any congregation, in any country, in any culture, down through the 
2000+ years of church history. 

So when we look at this we ought to look at these evaluation reports in 

terms of our own personal spiritual life and our own 
individual congregations.

mmm

The imagery of blood is a picture of death and the Lamb. 

It will be a terrible time when multitudes of believers lose 
their lives because they have trusted in Jesus as their 
saviour.

Let's be careful to leave God's word "God's word"

So what we have is an evaluation of where they are succeeding in their Christian life and where 
they are failing. 

And we are too evaluate ourselves, and our church through this lens, that Jesus Christ provided, 

for the all important purpose, to prepare us for  Eternal Inheritance:

Revelation 2:1–29 (NKJV)

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who 
holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden 
lampstands: 
2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those 
who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and 
have found them liars; 
3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake 
and have not become weary. 
4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, 
or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—
unless you repent. 
6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of 
the Paradise of God.” ’ 

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First 
and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 
9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the 
blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. 
10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ 

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He 
who has the sharp two-edged sword: 
13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold 
fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was 
My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children 
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 
15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate. 
16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the 
sword of My mouth. 

17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give 
him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows 
except him who receives it.” ’ 

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 
19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your 
works, the last are more than the first. 
20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit 
sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 
22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 
23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He 
who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to 
your works. 
24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this 
doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no 
other burden. 
25 But hold fast what you have till I come. 
26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 
power over the nations— 
27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the 
potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; 
28 and I will give him the morning star. 

29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’

There is a correction, 
usually in the challenge 
to repent, which 
means a change of 
mind; or remember, 
hold fast—there is a 
challenge to correct 
certain failures and 
flaws in their spiritual 
life.

There is strong, 
condemnation, and 
warning against certain 
spiritual flaws and failures 
in the life of the 
congregation. 

These compromises if not 
corrected will eventually 
destroy the effectiveness 
of individuals and the 
church, and may result in 
loss of eternal inheritance 
if not corrected.

When Paul answers his disciples, he's addressing them as corporate Israel during the time of the 
tribulation.

This chapter speaks to the tribulation generation of Jews.

It’s not addressing church age circumstances.

Circumstances/ signs in this chapter are unique to the tribulation, they do 

not and cannot compare to church age circumstances.

Who is Jesus 
talking to?

Revelation 2–3

Philadelphia

to snatch 
from danger

Psalm 59:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Defend me from those who rise up against me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, And save me from bloodthirsty men.

From, ek :  Kept from entering into a realm or circumstances:

David’s prayer to God was that He would prevent him from ever coming within the 
control of his enemies:

does not mean to keep him safe after he has 
fallen under the control of his enemies

Acts 15:28–29 (NKJV)
28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 

29 that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If 

you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.

John 12:27 (NKJV)

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this 
hour.

John 17:15 (NKJV)

15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil 
one.

So they were kept from ever 
entering into that sphere of 
idolatry and sexual immorality

proposition ek

Jesus prayed to be kept from, 
to never have to enter into the 
circumstances

Parallel phrase for the tribulation:
Revelation 3:10 (NASB95)

10 …because you have kept the word of My perseverance. I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, 

that hour which is about to come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

The wrath to come: it’s a technical phrase for 
the Great Tribulation, 

So church age believers do not go through this period of wrath. 

4861 ῥύομαι (rhuomai): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 1457, 5911; Str 4506; TDNT 
6.998—LN 21.23 rescue, 
deliver, to draw to oneself 
or to rescue by forcible 
lack

This passage is referring to 
the Rapture a rescue of living 
believers so that they are not 
exposed to the great day of 
God's judgment in time

Revelation 6:17 (NKJV)

17 For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?”

To the church in Philadelphia

Revelation 3:9 
(NASB95)
9 ‘Behold, I will cause 
those of the 
synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them 
come and bow down 
at your feet, and make 
them know that I have 
loved you,

Jeremiah 30:7–8 (NKJV)
7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is 
like it; And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

But he shall be saved out of it. 
8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke 
from your neck, And will burst your bonds; 
Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

Primary focus is God's 
discipline on Israel

There have always been Christians who have gone through great tribulation.
And there have always been Christians who think they want to go through great tribulation 

"to suffer for Christ"

Earth Dwellers; a technical phrase for the unsaved:

Isaiah 24:6 (NKJV)
6 Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, And those 
who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, And few men are left.
Revelation 6:10 (NKJV)
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
Revelation 17:8 (NKJV)
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend 
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those 
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.

Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV)
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says 
He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and 
no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut 
it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 
9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are 
not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to 
know that I have loved you. 

10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial which shall come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the 
earth. 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take 
your crown. 
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 
shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the 
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name. 

13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

Signs are not common, they speak 
to something specific and unique, 
different from anything else
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