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The Church of 
Philadelphia

An evaluation lens for 
eternal inheritance
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The 6th Church Philadelphia:

Jesus Christ provides an evaluation lens for the churches. So that you 
and I should also identify specific sin in our lives, and also be motivated 
to overcome practiced sin, because of the promise of specific Eternal 
Inheritances that Christ has provided for the Overcomer:

Revelation 1:9–20 (NKJV)

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was 
on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a 

book and send it to the seven churches which are in 
Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 

13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with 
a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 
16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 

countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 
17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 

18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have 
the keys of Hades and of Death. 

19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
will take place after this. 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

Commending the church of Philadelphia:

Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV)

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 

He who is true, 

This next attribute speaks of Christ’s ultimate authority for judgment:

“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens”: 

8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you 
have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 

10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from 
the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will 
write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes 
down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NASB95)

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
to come.

12.7.25

Human morality cannot duplicate the fruit of the Spirit ; love, joy, peace, long—suffering.………

The fruit of the Spirit, which is the production of life, can only be achieved 

Seven churches in Asia Minor

Revelation 2–3

mmm

What we have in these seven churches is where they are succeeding in their Christian life, and 
where they are failing. 

And we are to evaluate ourselves, and our church through this lens, that Jesus Christ provided, 

for the all important purpose, to prepare us for  Eternal Inheritance:

to snatch 
from danger

Psalm 59:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Defend me from those who rise up against me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, And save me from bloodthirsty men.

From, ek :  Kept from entering into a realm or circumstances:

David’s prayer to God was that He would prevent him from ever coming within the 
control of his enemies:

does not mean to keep him safe after he has 
fallen under the control of his enemies

Acts 15:28–29 (NKJV)
28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 

29 that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If 

you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.

John 12:27 (NKJV)

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this 
hour.

John 17:15 (NKJV)

15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil 
one.

So they were kept from ever 
entering into that sphere of 
idolatry and sexual immorality

proposition ek

Jesus prayed to be kept from, 
to never have to enter into the 
circumstances

Parallel phrase for the tribulation:
Revelation 3:10 (NASB95)

10 …because you have kept the word of My perseverance. I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, 

that hour which is about to come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

The wrath to come: it’s a technical phrase for 
the Great Tribulation, 

So church age believers do not go through this period of wrath. 

4861 ῥύομαι (rhuomai): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 1457, 5911; Str 4506; TDNT 
6.998—LN 21.23 rescue, 
deliver, to draw to oneself 
or to rescue by force

This passage is referring to 
the Rapture a rescue of living 
believers so that they are not 
exposed to the great day of 
God's judgment in time

Revelation 6:17 (NKJV)

17 For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?”

To the church in Philadelphia

Revelation 3:9 
(NASB95)
9 ‘Behold, I will cause 
those of the 
synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them 
come and bow down 
at your feet, and make 
them know that I have 
loved you,

Jeremiah 30:7–8 (NKJV)
7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is 
like it; And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

But he shall be saved out of it. 
8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke 
from your neck, And will burst your bonds; 
Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

Primary focus is God's 
discipline on Israel

There have always been Christians who have gone through great tribulation.
And there have always been Christians who think they want to go through great tribulation 

"to suffer for Christ"

Earth Dwellers; a technical phrase for the unsaved:

Isaiah 24:6 (NKJV)
6 Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, And those 
who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, And few men are left.
Revelation 6:10 (NKJV)
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
Revelation 17:8 (NKJV)
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend 
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those 
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.

unique & distinct

He is the eternal, 
omniscient, 
omnipresent, 
omnipotent

ἀληθινός (alēthinos), ή (ē), όν (on): adj.; ≡ 
Str 228; TDNT 1.249—1. LN 70.3 real, not 
imaginary (Jn 17:3); 2. LN 72.1 true, being 
in accordance with fact, or reality 

alēthinos
adjective

Real, genuine/ the true one. 

It is the cognate noun Aletheia, emphasizing what is true as fact in 
contrast to error. 

It is the adjective ALETHEIA  where Jesus says:

 
Context places an emphasis on: 

that which is real as opposed to 

that which is not real, 
that which is genuine as opposed to 

that which is false. 
So Jesus is the real, the genuine Messiah. 

alēthinos not only emphasizes that Jesus is the true Messiah as 

opposed to the false Messiah, but because He is the true Messiah He 
is always dependable, His message is always true, you can always rely on 
Him.

Jesus is saying 
that He is the 
true one.

John 14:6 (NKJV)

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
Me.

aletheia
noun

Attributes of Christ significant to the 
Philadelphian evaluation:

1. Holy.
2. True.
3. Possessor of the key of David

a metaphor

A key unlocks what is locked, it unlocks a door for access to what’s on the 
other side of the door. 

The one who holds the key controls access. 
Jesus is the one who holds the key and therefore He is the one who controls 

access to the Davidic kingdom. 

It is Jesus who is going to fulfill the Davidic covenant. 

So why mention the key of David? 

In terms of Christ's attributes, this is the only letter that isn't repeated from the 
chapter 1

However, in chapter 1:19 

So the key emphasizes Christ’s ultimate authority. 

Jesus Christ is the determiner of who has access to the kingdom.

Revelation 1:18 (NKJV)
18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am 

alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys 
of Hades and of Death.

Isaiah 22:22 (NKJV)

22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his 

shoulder; So he shall open, and no one shall shut; 
And he shall shut, and no one shall open.

“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens”: 

It is not the Father who judges but the Son, by virtue of the fact that in His 
hypostatic union He has gone through everything that we have gone through

“He’s been tested, in all points as we are”, yet without sin, so He is 
our peer judge. We are not going to be able to pull the wool over 
His eyes at the judgment seat of Christ. 

That term "Son of Man" was used prophetically by Daniel:

So Jesus Christ holds the key because He is the one who paid the 

penalty for our sins, and the only key to gain eternal life is faith alone in 
Jesus Christ alone. 

It is only because we possess the perfect righteousness of Christ that we are 
allowed to enter into eternal life.

Context also reveals that the key does not not speak of giving us eternal life, 
alone, but the primary focus of the key as it used in this context is related to 

how we conduct ourselves in preparing for eternal inheritance in the 
new heavens and new earth:

Matthew 28:18 (NKJV)

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.

John 5:22–27 (NKJV)

22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 
23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent Him. 

24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, 

and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 
25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and those who hear will live. 

26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 

27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

Definition:  The hypostatic union describes the union of 2 natures, 
divine and human, in the one person of Jesus Christ. These natures are 
inseparably united without loss or mixture of separate identity, without loss or 
transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.  

Jesus is undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.

Daniel 7:13–14 (NKJV)

13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, 
Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him 
near before Him. 
14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, 
and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which 
shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

it's important to note that this 
church has no condemnation for 
practiced sin in the church, that 5 
of the other churches do

In the midst of persecution, they are commended for growing to 
spiritual maturity, they have maintained obedience!!!

This is not saying that they were spiritually weak, that they had no spiritual 
power or limited spiritual power. 

The strength we have in our spiritual life is based on the eternal 
omnipotence of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. It 
doesn't come out in small increments. 

There is no just a little bit of power in Christ. Word of God is an absolute 
reality, it will accomplish its intended purpose. 

When we are walking by means of the Spirit we have 
supernatural power by means of the Holy Spirit, to live the Christian life.

 Not just a little bit of power, not just a fraction. 

“you have a little strength” indicates that in their human strength 
they understood that they could do nothing. They have made obedience to the 
word of God, their priority. They have put into practice the mandates of the 
word of God.

1539 δύναμις (dynamis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 
2657, 2658, 7372; Str 1411; TDNT 2.284—1. LN 74.1 ability, to 
perform an activity (2Co 1:8); 2. LN 76.1 power

dynamis

1 Corinthians 1:24 (NKJV)

24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV)
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.

Romans 1:4–5 (NKJV)

4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 
5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith 
among all nations for His name,

an absolute concept

In the New Testament, the phrase “last days" is a technical term 
specifically speaking of the church age in its entirety, it does not include 
the seven years of tribulation prior to the millennial reign of Christ

Twice in the context of the seven churches, there are believers both in Smyrna 
and in Philadelphia, who challenged with an unbelieving Jewish population 
who have become a source of persecution for them. 

Why are they called a synagogue of Satan? 

To be a true Jew requires a trust in the messianic 
promise of God in the Old Testament. So those in the Old 

Testament who did not trust in God's promise of a future 
deliverer, Messiah, redeemer, were not saved. 

In the New Testament, Jews who don't believe that Jesus is the Messiah are not 
saved. Therefore, they're not true Israel. Even though they're the physical 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

But they are not spiritually Jews because they are not following in the footsteps 
of faith laid down by Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Romans 9:6–8 (NKJV)
6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who 
are of Israel, 
7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In 

Isaac your seed shall be called.” 

8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the 
children of the promise are counted as the seed.

John 8:44 (NKJV)

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it.

mmm

Jesus is speaking to the Jewish leaders
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