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The Church of 
Philadelphia

Our evaluation lens 
for eternal inheritance
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The 6th Church Philadelphia:

Jesus Christ provides an evaluation lens for the churches. So that you 
and I should also identify specific sin in our lives, and also be motivated 
to overcome practiced sin, because of the promise of specific Eternal 
Inheritances that Christ has provided for the Overcomer:

Revelation 1:9–20 (NKJV)

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was 
on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a 

book and send it to the seven churches which are in 
Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 

13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with 
a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 
16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 

countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 
17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 

18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have 
the keys of Hades and of Death. 

19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
will take place after this. 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

Commending the church of Philadelphia:

Revelation 3:7–13 (NKJV)

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 

He who is true, 

“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens”: 

8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you 
have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 

12.11.25

Human morality cannot duplicate the fruit of the Spirit ; love, joy, peace, long—suffering.………

The fruit of the Spirit, which is the production of life, can only be achieved 

Revelation 2–3

In the New Testament, the phrase “last days" is a technical term 
specifically speaking of the church age in its entirety, it does not include 
the seven years of tribulation just prior to the millennial reign of Christ

What we have in these seven churches is where they are succeeding in their Christian life, and 
where they are failing. 

And we are to evaluate ourselves, and our church through this lens, that Jesus Christ provided, 

for the all important purpose, to prepare us for  Eternal Inheritance:

unique & distinct

He is the eternal, 
omniscient, 
omnipresent, 
omnipotent

ἀληθινός (alēthinos), ή (ē), όν (on): adj.; ≡ 
Str 228; TDNT 1.249—1. LN 70.3 real, not 
imaginary (Jn 17:3); 2. LN 72.1 true, being 
in accordance with fact, or reality 

alēthinos
adjective

Real, genuine/ the true one. 

 
Context places an emphasis on: 

that which is real as opposed to 

that which is not real, 
that which is genuine as opposed to 

that which is false. 
So Jesus is the real, the genuine Messiah. 

alēthinos not only emphasizes that Jesus is the true Messiah as 

opposed to the false Messiah, but because He is the true Messiah He 
is always dependable, His message is always true, you can always rely on 
Him.

Jesus is saying 
that He is the 
true one.

Attributes of Christ 

significant to the Philadelphian 
evaluation:

1. Holy.
2. True.
3. Possessor of the key of David

a metaphor

A key unlocks what is locked, it unlocks a door for access to what’s on the other side of the door. 

The one who holds the key controls access. Jesus is the one who 

holds the key and therefore He is the one who controls access to the Davidic kingdom. 

It is Jesus who is going to fulfill the Davidic covenant. 

Also, in chapter 1:19 

So the key emphasizes Christ’s ultimate authority. 

Jesus Christ is the determiner of who has access to the kingdom.

Revelation 1:18 (NKJV)
18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am 

alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys 
of Hades and of Death.

Isaiah 22:22 (NKJV)

22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his 

shoulder; So he shall open, and no one shall shut; 
And he shall shut, and no one shall open.

“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens”: 

it's important to note that this 
church has no condemnation for 
practiced sin in the church, that 5 
of the other churches do

This is not saying that they were spiritually weak, that they had no spiritual 
power or limited spiritual power. 

The strength we have in our spiritual life is based on the limitless power 
of God. It is not doled out, or portioned out in small 
increments. 

When we are walking by means of the Spirit we have 
supernatural power by means of the Holy Spirit, to live and grow to spiritual 
maturity.

 

“you have a little strength” indicates that in their human strength 
they understood that they could do nothing. They have made obedience to the 
word of God, their priority. They have put into practice the mandates of the 
word of God.

1539 δύναμις (dynamis), εως (eōs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ DBLHebr 
2657, 2658, 7372; Str 1411; TDNT 2.284—1. LN 74.1 ability, to 
perform an activity (2Co 1:8); 2. LN 76.1 power

dynamis

Romans 1:4–5 (NKJV)

4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 
5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith 
among all nations for His name,

Revelation 3:9-10 (NASB95)

9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and 

bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you,

10 …because you have kept the word of My perseverance.       I also will keep you from the hour of testing, 

that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

To the church in Philadelphia

Jeremiah 30:7–8 (NKJV)
7 Alas! For that day is great, So that NONE IS 
LIKE IT; And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

But he shall be saved out of it. 
8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says the 
Lord of hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke from 
your neck, And will burst your bonds; 
Foreigners shall no more enslave them.

Primary focus is God's discipline 
on Israel, not the church

THE 7 YEAR TRIBULATION, is God's judgment on Earth dwellers, 
it is not a time to bring His wrath on His children !!!

Earth Dwellers; a technical phrase for the unsaved:

Isaiah 24:6 (NKJV)
6 Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, And those 
who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, And few men are left.
Revelation 6:10 (NKJV)
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
Revelation 17:8 (NKJV)
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend 
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those 
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.

9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—

indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial

 which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

The Greek word ek translated to the English word from, as it is used in 
this context, would indicate the point in time at which the 
Seven Years of Tribulation begins

The point that he's making is that the church will never enter 
into that period of time where God will judge the Earth 
dwellers, and that's because the church has already been 
ruptured.

The primary focus of God's severe judgment on the Earth is to bring the 
Earth dwellers to a point of faith in Christ; and after that, to separate the 
wicked from among the just in order to set up His kingdom

the main clause

Syntax is one of the necessary contextual elements, in order to obtain an accurate, a 
precise interpretation of scripture:

syntax definition.

The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences in a language

Therefore, we must look 
at the translator's use of 
punctuation:

principles for the biblical use of the conjunction "because”, in the causal use:
1. when because begins the sentence, it states the cause of the following clause.

This is known as the suspensive use

2. When because follows a comma, as it would, if we place a comma at the end of 
vv. 9 it links to the previous clause.

When the translator places punctuation, in some 
cases he is interpreting, not translating.

The Greek manuscripts had no punctuation ! 

Punctuation is placed to make it more readable in the 
English language

It can mean because or for, both have a similar meaning. 

Or it can have a 3rd meaning, "that."

4022 ὅτι (hoti): cj.; ≡ Str 3754—1. LN 90.21 that, a 
marker of discourse (Rev 2:4; Mk 16:11, 14 v.r.); 

2. LN 89.33 because, marker of a cause 
or reason 

hoti

John only uses the suspensive use for the 
beginning of a sentence 11 times, from 
the 180 times that he uses it

Parallel phrase for 
the Tribulation:

Smyrna and Philadelphia, are both challenged with an unbelieving Jewish 
population who have become a source of persecution for them. 

Why are they called a synagogue of Satan? 

In the O.T. those Jews who did not trust in God's promise of a future Messiah,  
were not saved. 

In the N.T. Jews who don't believe that Jesus is the Messiah are not saved. 
Therefore, they're not true Israel. Even though they're the physical descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

Romans 9:6–8 (NKJV)
6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who 
are of Israel, 
7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In 

Isaac your seed shall be called.” 

8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the 
children of the promise? are counted as the seed.

John 8:44 (NKJV)

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it.

Jesus is speaking to the Jewish leaders

a savior is coming to pay the 
penalty of sin all mankind

descendants of Adam

Not to a feeble and weaker 
state of obedience.

In the midst of persecution, they are commended for growing to 
spiritual maturity, they have maintained walking obediently !!!

Referencing the Davidic kingdom kingdom

mmm

Matthew 24:21 (NKJV)
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has 
not been since the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.

you have kept My command to persevervv. 10
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