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Revelation 1:11 (NKJV)
11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, 

“What you see, write in a book and send it to the 
seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to 
Laodicea.”
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To the church of Ephesus:

The Ephesian evaluation report:

More context relating to the Ephesian Church:

Revelation 1:1–20 (NKJV)

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written in it; for the time is near. 

4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. 
To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced 
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” 
9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on 
the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a 

book and send it to the seven churches which are in 

Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, 

and to Laodicea.” 

12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 

13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands 

One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden 
band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 

16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a 

sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 

17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades 
and of Death. 
19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after 
this. 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 

the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

These 7 letters are congregational evaluation reports:

They are given by Jesus Christ to these congregations in order to prepare them for their soon coming 
evaluation before the judgment seat of Christ.

Revelation 2:1–7 (NKJV)

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who 

holds the seven stars in His right hand, 

who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 

2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 
3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become 
weary. 
4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 
6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’
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3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

⭐

The structure of these reports:
1. Opening address: is directed to the angel of the churches

2. A quote related to a character attribute of Jesus Christ, from ch 1

3. Commendation: a praise for spiritual advance; Although 2 have nothing 
praiseworthy

4. Condemnation: a warning against a spiritual failure
And again there are 2 no condemnation

5. Correction: a call to remember the way things were, to remember what 
you were taught, with a challenge repent/change your 
thinking, pay attention and obey.

6. A call to listen: scripture defines, listening as: pay attention and apply the 
command you've been instructed

7. A challenge to overcome: 

The divine theological system/ the entirety of scripture, is a 
seamless whole.

But most often pulpits view, and teach scripture as a bunch of 
random thoughts that they use to build patchwork quilts.

That's due to lack of hunger for TRUTH, so they go to this 
commentary and that commentary, and they listen to this, and 
that Youtuber’s religion; And like going to Baskin-Robbins with 
57 flavors, they randomly select what sounds good to them; and 
build their doctrine accordingly.

The Human core religious belief systems (whether 

it's Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Episcopal, Assembly of God, Pentecostal 

charismatic……)that’s the starting point for the development of 
their bible doctrine. Their core beliefs are going to govern how 
they study and teach scripture.

Isaiah 55:10–11 (NKJV)
10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return 
there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to 
the sower And bread to the eater, 

11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It 

shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, 
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

And many Christians don't realize when they pick up a commentary or listen to a YouTuber, that the 
commentator is writing or speaking from the framework of a human religious theological system.

So that everything they say fits within that theological system.

And immature pastors, and parishioners will use this approach of random selection, and believe 
they're studying scripture.

But in order to walk in the LIGHT, our starting point for biblical understanding, 
must be context. There must not be any preconceived religious system to interfere with context, 

because it will skew Divine TRUTH , making it ineffective; 

Revelation 2–3

1.8.26

Light equals pure unadulterated 
Divinely Revealed TRUTH

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet,

The Lord Jesus Christ

These seven evaluation reports were posted first to the 
angels who served as officers of the court, who would 
record what was going on in the life of the church, 
whether it was obedience or disobedient, spiritual 
growth or not

One of the primary duties of angels in the book of 
Revelation is to execute the judicial pronouncements 
that come from the supreme court of heaven

John records this 
Revelation in about 
92 A.D. Population: 

around 250,000

Revelation 1:16
16 “He had seven stars in his right hand." 

echo
verb

simply means to have 
and to hold
so it is a simple 
statement that He had or 
held these seven stars.3195 κρατέω (krateō): vb.; ≡ 

DBLHebr 2616; Str 2902; TDNT 
3.910—1. LN 18.6 hold on 
to, grab, seize (Rev 2:1); 2. 
LN 37.16 control, have power over 
(Ac 2:24); 3. LN 37.110 arrest, 
seize into custody (Mt 14:3); 4. LN 
13.34 keep, cause a state to 
continue (Jn 20:23); 5. LN 68.29 
accomplish, carry out (Ac 27:13)

krateō
verb, present, 
active, participle

Here we have a much more powerful verb, used in its participial form to indicate an individual. 

It is a substantive, the one who holds, from the verb (krateō) which means to hold something 
with authority. 

So the seven stars/ Angels are being instructed 

under the authority of Jesus Christ, as 
He is presenting these evaluation reports to John.

John 5:22 (NKJV)
22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,

part B

part A

Conclusion that is drawn from contextual details, speak of the judicial authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ over the angels who are observing the seven churches.

And as part of His responsibility as the High Priest-Judge He is in control of history, 

and those who will hear will choose to be directed to its ultimate conclusion of 
eternal inheritance, and blessing

God's word has been given to us, in this present time, for this present time, only, for 

the one important purpose, to preparing us before, and for eternity!

Our present life experience is very serious business!!! 

So how we hear and apply God's word will determine our eternal experience

only TRUTH can produce LIFE!!!

definite article — The definite article 
(in English, the word “the”) 
identifies or particularizes a noun 
or noun substitute (e.g., a 
participle as a substantive). For 
example, in English the phrase 
“the man” has the definite article 
and is specific, as opposed to the 
indefinite article in the phrase “a 
man.” Unlike English, Greek has 
only the definite article. The 
absence of the article denotes 
indefiniteness. The Greek article 
has gender, number, and case.

represent the seven churches

definite article

Acts 19:1–41 (NKJV)
1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, 

came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 
2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have 
not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 
3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they 
should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with 
tongues and prophesied. 

7 Now the men were about twelve in all. 
8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading 
concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 
9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, 

he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of 
Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

Unusual miracles:

11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 
12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left 
them and the evil spirits went out of them. 
13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 
14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 
16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 
19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the 

sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of 
silver. 

20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

Riot at Ephesus:

21 When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through 
Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 
22 So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself 
stayed in Asia for a time. 
23 And about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way. 

24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of 
Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 
25 He called them together with the workers of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we 
have our prosperity by this trade. 

26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all 

Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods 
which are made with hands. 
27 So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great 

goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world 

worship.” 

28 Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians!” 
29 So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having 
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions. 
30 And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the disciples would not allow him. 

31 Then some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not 

venture into the theater. 
32 Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly was confused, and most of them 
did not know why they had come together. 
33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander 
motioned with his hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people. 
34 But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, 

“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 
35 And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is there 

who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of the great goddess 

Diana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus? 
36 Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 
37 For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your 
goddess. 

38 Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are 
open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 
39 But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly. 
40 For we are in danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, there being no reason which we 
may give to account for this disorderly gathering.” 
41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.

This account occurred in about 52 A.D.

Paul is preparing 
pastors for the work 
of the ministry

Acts 20:1–38 (NKJV)
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and departed to go 
to Macedonia. 
2 Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged them with many words, he came to Greece 
3 and stayed three months. And when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he 
decided to return through Macedonia. 
4 And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, 

and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 
5 These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas. 
6 But we sailed away from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them at 
Troas, where we stayed seven days. 
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to 
depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 
8 There were many lamps in the upper room where they were gathered together. 
9 And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He 
was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was 
taken up dead. 
10 But Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is 
in him.” 
11 Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long while, even till 
daybreak, he departed. 
12 And they brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little comforted. 
13 Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on board; for so he 
had given orders, intending himself to go on foot. 
14 And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. 
15 We sailed from there, and the next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos 
and stayed at Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus. 

16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for 
he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. 

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 

18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, 
in what manner I always lived among you, 

19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the 
plotting of the Jews; 
20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from 
house to house, 
21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me 
there, 
23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 
24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race 
with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 
God. 

25 “And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, will see my face no more. 
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the flock. 

30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves. 

31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to 
warn everyone night and day with tears. 

32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of 

His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

 

33 I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 

34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were 
with me. 

35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 
36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 
37 Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 
38 sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they 
accompanied him to the ship.

Paul teaches that it is essential when 
teaching, TRUTH must always be 
contrasted with those who were 
communicating religious lies, false 
teachers.  
So that everyone will be on guard

To advance, the soul spiritually 
through the truth

So the scripture clearly communicates over and over that it’s 
not enough just to be saved, but that inheritance goes 
beyond just becoming a child of God. 

But they are additional rewards for those who advance to 
spiritual maturity.

Inheritance has eternal ramifications, eternal blessings.
Inheritance gives us a far more exceeding eternal experience

The Holy Spirit 
was not given to 
the Old Testament 
belief system, 

they were still 
believing in the 
Christ, who was 
yet to come
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