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TRUTH is the goal in Bible study
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To the church of Ephesus:

Pastors—teachers and messengers:

More context relating to the Ephesian Church:

Revelation 1:20 (NKJV)

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 

golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

Pastor teacher: a Spiritual Gift

Messenger:
The overwhelming use of angelos refers to heavenly beings!

6 times in the New Testament the Greek word angelos is translation 
messenger where context is clear that it is referencing a human:

Heavenly beings/angels are learning about the person of their Creator God 
Almighty; they're learning about His character through His creation of 
man, and His dealings with man, throughout the history of mankind.

God's creation of mankind is a demonstration of His perfect righteousness 
and justice to His angelic creation.

Angels learn progressively like you and I do, they are finite heavenly 
beings learning through God's dealings with His earthly beings: 

The point is that angels are receiving these evaluation reports to give them 
the divine perspective as well to the pastors of the churches. 

And it is according to the standards that Jesus Christ is placing on the 
church that the angels will keep track of the churches faithfulness. And by 
the standard, the church will be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ

Revelation 2:1–7 (NKJV)

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who 

holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the 
seven golden lampstands: 

2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 
3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become 
weary. 
4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 
6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’

How does the Bible define stars in the book of Revelation?

Stars according to Jesus Christ:

Term star is never identified as human messenger or pastor

Revelation 3:1 (NKJV)

1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits 
of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but 
you are dead.

The seven Spirits of God ?
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Two tablets

Hebrews 9:1–4 (NKJV)
1 Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly 
sanctuary. 
2 For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the 
showbread, which is called the sanctuary; 
3 and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 
4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in 

which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 
tablets of the covenant;

Deuteronomy 31:28 (NKJV)

28 Gather to me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these 
words in their hearing and call heaven and earth to witness 
against them.

Deuteronomy 31:30–32:2 (NKJV)
30 Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song until 
they were ended: 

1 “Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of 
my mouth. 
2 Let my teaching drop as the rain, My speech distill as the dew, As raindrops on the tender 
herb, And as showers on the grass.

Deuteronomy 30:18–19 (NKJV)
18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the 
land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 

19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you 
and your descendants may live;

Deuteronomy 4:26 (NKJV)

26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you 
will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not 
prolong your days in it, but will be utterly destroyed.

1 Peter 1:10–12 (NKJV)
10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the 
grace that would come to you, 
11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 
follow. 
12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things 
which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by 

the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look 
into.

Ephesians 3:8–11 (NKJV)
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by 
the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 

11 according to the eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Metaphor

The gospels quoting Malachi 3:11. 

These passages involve human messengers, including John the Baptist.

angelos’s is used 6 times recurring to humans. 

angelos appears 175 times in the N.T., 
 

How the term angelos distributes across the N.T.  : 
51 instances in the Synoptic Gospels, 
21 in Acts, and 

67 in Revelation, 

The overwhelming majority refer to heavenly beings rather than 

human figures.

 celestial or terrestrial messengers—Core Meaning is “one who 

is sent to deliver a specific message.”  It's not a gift of the Spirit, it's 
primarily an angel/a celestial being , and a 

few humans, who are sent to transmit a message, not to teach doctrine.

There are only 4 gifts in this list, not 5 :

In Greek, the definite article appears before 
each of these giftings, but it does not appear 
in front of teachers 

Luke 7:27 (NKJV)

27 This is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare 
Your way before You.’

Mark 1:2 (NKJV)

2 As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your 
way before You.”

Matthew 11:10 (NKJV)

10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare 
Your way before You.’

angelos used for random individuals sent with a message, or to receive a message:

Luke 7:24 (NKJV)

24 When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

Luke 9:51–56 (NKJV)
51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face 
to go to Jerusalem, 

52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to 
prepare for Him. 

James 2:25 (NKJV)

25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and 
sent them out another way?

angelos is never used in reference to a pastor-teacher !!!

A pastor-teacher is not delivering a message, he's 
teaching doctrine, that's his function.

Apostles and prophets were temporary gifts that died out at the end of the first 
century. The only 2 of these gifts that survive through the church age are the gift of 

evangelist and the gift of pastor-teacher. 

The reason that the gift of pastor-teacher is 
combined into one gift is because in the structure of this particular 
Greek phrase is one article plus a noun, plus the conjunction "and" plus another noun. 

If they were two different gifts there would 
be a repetition of the definite article. 

Ephesians 4:11–13 (NKJV)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

and some pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, 
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; ses growth of the body for 
the edifying of itself in love.
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These 2 nouns are viewed as synonymous; the second 
one provides a definition for how the first one functions/ 

the pastor functions as a teacher
No definite 
article

the Pastor functions as a Teacher

John the Baptist

When angelos applies to humans functioning in communicative or instructional roles, English translators 

render it as either “angel” or “messenger”—not “teacher.” 

The word “messenger” emphasizes the function of being sent with a message, 

rather than the role of instruction, which is why “teacher” is not a standard translation option 

for angelos.

A messenger was sent

Revelation 5:6 (NKJV)
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 

as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 

sent out into all the earth.

Jesus Christ

Scripture can seem to say something at first reading, before you 
get the greater context, but let's get all the information before you 
draw your conclusion. Our conclusion should come from the 
evidence of context.

My interest is never to win a debate, I always want to keep my 
heart honest before God. So I pray and examine my motivations, 
because there's rewards at the end of this race. 

Our primary mental attitude should be that of humility, looking to 
God with a tender heart to know Truth more than my pride.

scripture teaches us to “crucify the flesh with it’s passions and 
desires”

The emphasis is that Jesus Christ has complete knowledge and wisdom at His disposal 
at all times.

These judgments come from the throne room of God, this is a legal courtroom process! 
the mouth of two or three witnesses is the standard for judgment

Not only does He possess, the seven Spirits of God which speaks of the completeness 
of His knowledge, but as a second heavily testimony of church activity: He has the 
angel assigned to the church keeping a record of the believers faithfulness.

Because we know of the judgment seat of Christ, we will be evaluated according to 
what remains after the fire has done its work.

God has used angels in every age, including the 
church age to carry out His pronouncements.

Angels are involved in carrying out judgment 
throughout the book of Revelation.

They will be in number/quantitatively, 
in other words, a great multitude

The people are not referred to as stars

Representing the tribes of Israel

Stars in the Old Testament:

Genesis 15:5 (NKJV)
5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the 

stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.”

Genesis 37:9 (NKJV)
9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I 
have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven 

stars bowed down to me.”

Revelation 12:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 
2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.

Job 38:4–7 (NKJV)
4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have 
understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line 
upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of 
God shouted for joy?
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