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TRUTH through context is the goal in Bible study

Revelation. 

7 Churches. 
7 Angels

1.

a.

2.

a.

b.

3.

4.

To the angel of the churches:

More context relating to the activity of the Angels of the seven 
churches:

The evaluation reports are directed to the angel of the churches:

Revelation 1:20 (NKJV)

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 

golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

Job 38:4–7 (NKJV)
4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters.

Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

Remember, righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne, 
mercy and TRUTH go before His face.

1 John 2:1 (NKJV)
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

Revelation 1:20 (NKJV)
20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The 

seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the 
seven churches.

The angels role in the legal proceedings from the courtroom of God:

Revelation 5:1–12 (NKJV)
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals. 

2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its 

seals?” 
3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 
5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the 

elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the 
elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 
strength and honor and glory and blessing!”

Revelation 7:1–2 (NKJV)

1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 

2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a 

loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,
3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” 
4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel were sealed:

Revelation 8:1–13 (NKJV)

1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 

3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 

4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 

5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were 
noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 

6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. 
And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up. 

8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the 
sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 
9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third 
of the rivers and on the springs of water. 

11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the 
water, because it was made bitter. 

12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the 

stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 
13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, 

woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are 
about to sound!”

Revelation 9:1 (NKJV)

1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the 
earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit.

Revelation 9:13–18 (NKJV)

13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God, 

14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 
Euphrates.” 

15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill 
a third of mankind. 
16 Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. 
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, 
and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, 
smoke, and brimstone. 
18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which 
came out of their mouths.

Genesis 37:9 (NKJV)
9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another 

dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

Revelation 12:1–6 (NKJV)
1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 

her head a garland of twelve stars. 
2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 

3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, 

and seven diadems on his heads. 

4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 
5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and 
His throne. 
6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her 
there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

Revelation 10:1–7 (NKJV)

1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his 
head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 
2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their 
voices. 

4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven 

saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.” 
5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 
6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and 
the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 

7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God 
would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.

Revelation 12:7–12 (NKJV)

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with 
the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 
9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 

world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and 
night, has been cast down. 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives to the death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! 
For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

Revelation 14:6–17 (NKJV)

6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who 
dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—
7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and 
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 

8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, 
and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of 

His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship 
the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 
12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.” 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head 
a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust 
in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 
16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.

Revelation 15:1 (NKJV)

1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last 
plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete.

Revelation 16:1 (NKJV)

1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of 
the wrath of God on the earth.”

Revelation 20:1 (NKJV)

1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand.

Revelation 21:9 (NKJV)

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came 
to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

Revelation 22:6–8 (NKJV)
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel 
to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 
7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of 
the angel who showed me these things.

Deuteronomy 32:1 (NKJV)

1 “Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.

⛪ ⛪⛪

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea

Revelation 2–3

1.15.26

The book of Revelation reveals how God is bringing a closure to human history, and the 
angelic rebellion and that includes: 

1. the seven years of tribulation, 
2. the millennial reign of Christ, 
3. and on into eternity; 

God's Ultimate purpose in the creation of angels and mankind Will finally arrive at its, perfect 
conclusion.

The book of Revelation is filled with angels!

angelos is found 67 times in the book of Revelation, including 
seven times in chapters 2–3

The real question is do all these uses of angelos refer to 
supernatural created heavenly beings?

Revelation 2:1–7 (NKJV)

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who 

holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the 
seven golden lampstands: 

Rebellion is a controlled deliberate act 
against a godly standard.

However, a godly standard can be violated 
by an uncontrolled, spontaneous response 
from the sin nature

we don't want to draw a conclusion before 
we have all the evidence in context

The Greek word angelos standard usage means messenger
The Hebrew malak also means messenger, which indicates something about the essential role of 
the angels in terms of carrying out missions given to them by God. 

Angels they were not created just to praise God, but they were created, finite beings with volition 
to choose to submit under God's authority, and thus receive blessing from God, for which praise 
back to God would be given. 

God created angels before He created the universe.

Angels are intimately involved in carrying out the judgments of 
God throughout the book of Revelation.

The Greek word angelos never refers to a pastor!

Pastor and messenger do not have the same meaning, they are not synonymous!

A heavenly body is placed for 
a heavenly being/angel

A technical phrase for 
angelic beings

Sometime before Genesis 1:1, 

before the original creation of the Earth, in eternity passed angels were created

Genesis 1:1–2 (NKJV)
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Though we are not told what it was, angels had a role in the pre-Genesis 1:1 universe. 

But we are told, that at some point after the creation of the universe, (which consisted of 
empty space and earth), and before the events of Genesis 1:2 the highest of the angels, 
Lucifer, fell into arrogance, he lusted after the power and authority of God, and 
enticed one third of the angels to follow him in rebellion against God. 

So at some time in eternity past this angelic revolt breaks out and we don’t know how 
long it lasted between the time that sin was discovered in Lucifer to the time that God 
holds a trial. 

But evidently God holds a trial; 

So the devil and his angels are destined for the lake of fire. That is their punishment and 
that is the decree from the justice of God. 

The question then is: If God has created the lake of fire and has already determined 
that that is their destiny—that is the judicial sentence, why then has this been postponed? 
They aren’t even cast out of heaven yet until the mid point of the Tribulation.

Answer: God is teaching His holy angels certain things about His integrity—His 
righteousness, justice, love and grace—through the creation and the history of the human 
race. The entirety of human history is revealing to his holy angels, the righteousness and 
justice, the long patience, the love that their Creator has for His creation/angels and 
mankind alike. They are learning who their God is!

What this is teaching us is how important it is for us to focus our thinking on the bigger 
picture/the Birdseye view of the entirety of biblical revelation, how to understand the whole 

purpose and structure of human history, and within that is your life and my 
life in the church. What we are doing here as a church. 

Because what we are seeing in these 7 letters to the 7 churches is that there is an evaluation 
process that is coming from the Supreme Court of heaven related to each corporate entity of 
the local church. 

These are directed to corporate local churches, so it is not just to these seven local churches 
but to every congregation, and each congregation has an accountability within the 
framework of the angelic conflict. 

It is not just you as an individual believer. Personal responsibility is there, but there is also 
this other factor—corporate responsibility, that we are members of one another, we are to 
pray for one another, teach one another, encourage one another, admonish one another. 

This is the life of the congregation, and what we see in Revelation 1-2 is that there is an 
evaluation of the corporate life of the local church. This isn’t just talking about individuals, 
it is talking about the evaluation of a local congregation. So there is an evaluation for 
individual believers but there is also an evaluation within the framework of a local church 
entity.

And this is all within the framework of this angelic conflict 
that began in eternity past, and the far reaching, ever increasing 
devastation sin has on all of creation. And the righteous justice of 
God in ultimately bringing sin and evil both for angels and 
mankind alike to its final conclusion.

As He demonstrates through the activities, both good and bad, 
both fallen angels and holy angels throughout the book of 
Revelation

The entire book of Revelation from chapter 2, on through the end 

of the book is teaching the LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

of the throne room of God and exactly how they 
are going to carry out.

Add God uses His angelic beings to accomplish all of it

Notice how many times the phrase seven angels 
appears throughout the book of Revelation

It's not by coincidence that it’s used seven times

These 7 evaluation reports that are being addressed to the 7 angels come from the 
throne room of God, and are a legal contract that puts certain obligations on the both the 
judge and the church. This is a legal standard for the angels of the churches to record their 
subsequent activities, good or bad throughout the church age for evaluation at the 

judgment seat of Christ.

The role of angels in these letters is 
consistent with the roles of the angels 
throughout the book of Revelation

Stars according to Jesus Christ:

Term star is never identified as human messenger or pastor

Revelation 3:1 (NKJV)

1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits 
of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but 
you are dead.

The seven Spirits of God ?

Revelation 5:6 (NKJV)
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 

as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 

sent out into all the earth.

Jesus Christ

The emphasis is that Jesus Christ has complete knowledge and wisdom at His disposal at all times.

These judgments come from the throne room of God, this is a legal courtroom process! the mouth 
of two or three witnesses is the standard for judgment

Not only does He possess, the seven Spirits of God which speaks of the completeness of His 
knowledge, but as a second heavily testimony of church activity: He has the angel assigned to the 
church keeping a record of the believers faithfulness.

Because we know at the judgment seat of Christ, we will be evaluated according to what remains 
after the fire has done its work.

Angels legal role

Angels being 
used by God in 
the execution of 
judgment, also 
having legal 
authority to 
protect the 
children of God

Moses is calling on the angels in heaven and the people on the earth to be witnesses to 
the legal contract that God is making with Israel. 

So all this is set within this legal framework of the appeal trial of Satan.

The legal activity of the angels throughout the book of Revelation is set within the 
framework of the appeal trial of Satan.

Satan's appeal to God was evidently (give me a chance to prove that I can rule), remember, 

God allows Satan to be the God of this world after the fall of Adam

God has always used Satan and his influence on humanity against him, and to further His 
goal to purify believers of all ages, to prepare them for eternal blessings

Testings and trials have always been a necessary thing to purify the faithful believer.

The faithful believer will place his confidence in the promises of God and bear up under 
the difficult circumstances of life

Angels being 
used by God in 
the execution of 
judgment, also 
having legal 
authority to 
protect the 
children of God

Referencing 
corporate Israel, 
the 12 tribes 

Many times stars 
reference 
individual 
heavenly beings 
and multitudes 
of heavenly 
beings, but they 
are not used 
metaphorically 
to identify 
individual 
humans

Every time angelos is used throughout the book of Revelation. It's in service to the 

throne room of God; they're acting in legal response to the requirements of the heavenly 
Court

They are fulfilling God's righteous standard of justice in 
heaven and on earth

The overwhelming evidence suggest that angels in 
chapters 2-3 are doing the same thing

The entire book of Revelation is set within this legal 
framework of that appeal trial of Satan, that occurred in 
eternity passed before Genesis 1:2 this is the book that 
brings that trial to its final conclusion
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