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TRUTH through context, that's the goal in Bible study

1.

a.

2.

a.

3.

To the angel of the churches:

The evaluation reports are directed to the angels of the 7 churches:

Revelation of the mystery hidden in God since the beginning of 
the ages

The intimate involvement of angels and mankind throughout human 
history further defines our understanding of the 7 angels involvement in 
Revelation ch. 1-3 :

Ephesians 2:14–22 (NKJV)
14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity hostility, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, 

so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 

16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the 
enmity. 
17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 
18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 
22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Ephesians 3:1–14 (NKJV)

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—

2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensationadministration of the grace of God which was given to me for 

you, 

3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 

4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 

5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 

6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the 
gospel, 
7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of 
His power. 
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

9 and to make all see what is the fellowship strategy of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church 

to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, 

11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. 

13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.

14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Revelation. 

7 Churches. 
7 Angels

Revelation 2–3

1.29.26

The book of Revelation is the outworking of 
judgments on the Earth, from the Throne Room of 
Heaven by the command of the perfect, righteous, 
just, and merciful Judge

Daniel 7:10 a fire stream issued and came forth from 
before him. 1000 thousands minister to him 
10,000×10,000 stood before Him, the court was 
seated, and the books were opened.

The Ephesian Church was 
discouraged because of Paul's long 
imprisonment

is defined as

Is the middle wall…

there are still standards and absolutes and commands in the N.T. that express God’s standards for the life of a believer. 

We have a higher standard as believers in Christ than anyone else. 

There are things that people can do that are perhaps legal, but as believers they violate the standards for the body of Christ.

There is the law of Christ: the law of love. This law exceeds the law of "love your neighbor as yourself"

Christ law of love was : 

Even though the law is canceled, that does not mean 
that we are lawless.

We are held to a much higher standard!

John 13:34 (NKJV)
34 … that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another.

Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV)
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her,

Both means two; Jew and 
Gentile, they are no longer 
separated, 

neuter

masculine

In Greek grammar there are 
three genders: 

masculine, 
feminine and 
neuter

neuter

masculine

masculine

masculine

The biblical view of revelation = God has revealed new information. 

In our context, how did He do that? 
Answer: He made it known to Paul. He gave Paul that information.

apokalupsis

 Referencing 

every age 
in human 
history. 

These are New Testament apostles and prophets

3873 οἰκονομία (oikonomia), ας (as), 
ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3622; TDNT 5.151—
1. LN 42.25 task, a job, implying need for 
administration (1Co 9:17); 2. LN 
30.68 plan, involving a set 
of arrangements (1Ti 1:4); 3. LN 
46.1 manage a household, administration of 
a household (Lk 16:2–4)

oikonomia

Paul as part of his mission as an apostle, is to enlighten us,

to enlighten
Which is the opposite of 

obscure.

It’s not 
fellowship, It’s 
administration, 
or strategy “to 
make all see 
what is the 
strategy of the 
mystery, which 
from the 
beginning of the 
ages has been 
hidden.”

The word for revelation is 
apokalupsis. It means to disclose 
or unveil. It’s a synonym for 
being enlightened.

“what is revealed” 
versus “what is 
hidden.”

secondary purposes 

 The emphasis on the 

mystery doctrine is 
what is now being revealed 
to the Church Age. 

Heavenly beings, and earthly beings

4497 πολυποίκιλος (polypoikilos), ον 
(on): adj.; ≡ Str 4182; TDNT 6.485—LN 
58.46 manifold, (very) many sided 
(Eph 3:10+)

polypoikilos

or the multifaceted or the extremely complex—wisdom 
of God might be made known by the church.”

We are the ones who make this known.

God's intent from before angels were created, was that 
this hidden wisdom in God, would be revealed to the 

angels, many thousands of years down the road 
through an unknown people, in a previously unknown 
age, which is now known as the church age, so that by 

watching us, the angels would know what God is doing. 

And that is absolutely remarkable!!!

 Referencing 
all ages from 
before angels 
were created In the 

church 
age

A specific type of construction in 
Greek grammar that's called 

"the final purpose"

There are secondary purposes 
that lead to this ultimate intent

The Greek word polypoikilos is a compound word: 
polu, which means many, and poikilos from which we got our word “polka dot”. 

Polka dots are variegated colors, that’s the meaning of poikilos .

when we encounter various multifaceted, polka-dotted tests. 

Multicolored, everyone looks different. My tests are different 
from yours, so we have these variegated tests.

God’s wisdom is multifaceted, and God’s eternal plan has infinite facets to it. 

From eternity past, God has had a plan that included His original creation of intelligent 
beings called angels, and that plan involves humans. And the church age is a very 
significant part of God's plan to educate his angels in the person and character of their 

CREATOR.

What’s important is understanding the 
connection between human and angel. 
That there is an intricate connection between the unseen forces of Holy or elect angels, on the one hand, 

and the fallen angels or the demons on the other hand, and that they are involved.

One aspect of their involvement, is that the elect angels are watching and learning from God's children. 
 
And another aspect of their involvement is that the fallen angels are influencing nations and individuals toward 
death.

Human history including the Church Age believers are playing on 
the field of history in the cosmic stadium, and angels are watching 
and learning from us, things about the grace, love and wisdom of 
God according to His perfect eternal plan. They’re learning from 
and through the human experience, that God is a gracious and 
merciful God, and that humility and submitting to His authority 
are essential for the blessings of life.

 

James 1:2 (NKJV)
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,

poikilos

4476 ποικίλος 
(poikilos), η (ē), ον 
(on): adj.; ≡ Str 
4164; TDNT 6.484
—LN 58.45 of 
various kinds, of 
all kinds 

So Paul's inscripturation of these 
epistles are once again directed to 
the Angels

Some translations stewardship

This is Paul’s mission as an apostle. When he was saved on the road to Damascus, 
he was commissioned as an apostle, and Christ gives him a mission as an apostle, 
which was primarily, but not exclusively to be the apostle to the Gentiles, but not to 
the exclusion of taking the gospel to the Jews.

Paul knows that from his deeply Jewish religious background, he has nothing to 
qualify him to be saved, much less to be made a minister of the gospel.

That human religion that he was so deeply devoted to was completely worthless.

He murdered, he conspired to murder Christians, and he knows that there’s nothing 
that gives him any value before God. So he is the least of all the saints.

To teach the entire gospel

2294 εὐαγγελίζω (euangelizō): vb.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 1413; Str 2097; TDNT 2.707—LN 
33.215 tell the good news, preach the gospel

euangelizō

Don't rely too heavily on a 
lexicographers definition. 

Bible context, is always the 
final authority for the 
definition of biblical words

There is a strategy to God’s plan to include Jew and Gentile together in 
one body. What is that strategy? I think it’s hinted at well here. God's 
strategy is clearly relating with this testimony to humans and especially to 

angels.

There’s a strategy in why God now institutes this new entity of the church 

because He’s demonstrating some things to the angels. 

And that relates to the resolution of the angelic revolt: that God is 
demonstrating the wealth of His grace, undeserved merit, which is 
critical in the condemnation of Satan and the fallen angels.

this ministry is to enlighten all, which would be humanity and angels.

Principalities and 
powers refers to all 
elect angels and 
fallen angels

God's eternal purpose is to reveal to His intelligent creation, angel and mankind alike, His righteous 
and just character; by demonstration over thousands of years the experiment of the human race.

By means of the cross, God is going to bring justice and righteousness to its perfect completion for His two 
created intelligent being groups, angels and mankind.

For the angels not only is the experiment of mankind demonstrating the character of their creator, but it also 
demonstrates that God is perfectly just sentencing Satan and his followers to an eternal fiery judgment.

The experiment of the human race demonstrates the devastating far reaching effects over all of creation.

Satan's rebellion from eternity past touched Adam and Eve in the garden 
and that sin rippled throughout the universe, bringing death and destruction to the recreation of the Earth for 
6000 years.

Then once again we see the devastating influence of fallen angels from eternity past enter into the 
recreation once again with increased corruption that God cleansed through the flood of Noah in Genesis 6

God demonstrates His integrity. The Greek word translated “demonstrate” is endeiknymi, 

which is very much like an experiment.

In a chemistry lab, when you make an experiment, you already know what's going to happen before you 
combine the chemicals, or whatever the experiment is. 

You're not doing it to find out what's going to happen. Even though that's how many people you use the word in 
every day English. 

When I'm preparing a new dish for dinner in the kitchen, something I haven't made before, or that isn't even a 
known recipe, because I have experience with a lot of ingredients, for the most part I have a pretty good idea 
how it's going to turn out.

In a science setting when they do an experiment, they are demonstrating something that is already known to be 
true. They have already proven it through the use of formula or something else.

God's experiment with a human race is a visual demonstration or a visual proof, giving visual evidence of His 
perfect righteousness and legal justice. God is saying at the Cross, “This is how righteousness and justice, Mercy 
and truth work.” 

The cross is the prime example to both angels and mankind of:

Psalm 89:14 (NKJV)

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 

throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Paul inserts a 
parentheses 
down through 
verse 12

God involves these finite volitional heavenly beings throughout 

human history to witness and learn:
1. The devastating effect of sin from eternity passed.
2. And their Creator’s long patience throughout human history to solve the 

problem of sin, for all eternity through Jesus Christ.

We always think in terms of words!
As disciples of Christ, we are always refining the way 
we think. 

Although the word angels has a definition 
“messenger;” the word angels is primarily a 
classification of immaterial heavenly beings 

Context is what gives the word its definition.
 

The word star is always understood to be a bright 
shining heavenly body. 

Peoples names have definition, but that definition does 
not always apply to the individual, unless it is God 
who is naming the individual

Revelation 1:16 & 20 (NKJV)

16 He had in His right hand seven 
stars,…

20 … The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches…

Revelation 3:1 (NKJV)

1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who 
has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: 

“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.

Revelation 5:6 (NKJV)
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 

having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

⛪ ⛪ ⛪ ⛪⛪⛪⛪
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