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The circumstances that forestalled the kingdom of God:

Clearing up the Kingdom 
Parables for proper use

Sin and the solution for each age:

Matthew 23:1–39 (NKJV)
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 
2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 

3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to 
their works; for they say, and do not do. 
4 For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 
6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 
7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 
8 But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 
9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 
10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 
11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, 
nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 

14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will 
receive greater condemnation. 
15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as 
much a son of hell as yourselves. 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged 
to perform it.’ 
17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 
20 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 
21 He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 
22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. 
24 Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-
indulgence. 
26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. 
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 
full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’ 
31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. 

33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of 
hell? 
34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in 
your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 

35 that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, 
whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 

38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

Judgment on Israel:

Matthew 24:1–51 (NKJV)

1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the 
temple. 
2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.” 

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

The Great Tribulation:

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various 
places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 
11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let 
him understand), 
16 “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 
20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 
23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 
24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
25 See, I have told you beforehand. 
26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the 
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. 

The parable of the Fig Tree:

32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 

33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! 

34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away. 

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 
39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken in judgment and the other left. 
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken in judgment and the other left. 

42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house 
to be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

The parable of the Faithful and Wicked Servant:

45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? 

46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 
47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 
48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 
50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and 
at an hour that he is not aware of, 
51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. 

There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Unless the context links parables together, they should not be used to 
interpret other parables, even though there may be similarity in 
wording

The parable of the Ten Virgins:

Matthew 25:1–46 (NKJV)

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 

2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 
6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go 
rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 
11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 
12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 

13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 

The parable of the Talents:

14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 
15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. 
16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 
17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 
18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 

20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained 
five more talents besides them.’ 
21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 

Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 

22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides 
them.’ 
23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 

Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 

24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I 
have not scattered seed. 
27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 
28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 
29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken 
away. 
30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.

 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

The Gentile tribulation generation are evaluated when the King arrives:

31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the 
throne of His glory. 

32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 

goats. 

33 And 
1.

He will set the sheep on His right hand, 
2.

but the goats on the left. 

1a.
34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 

35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 
39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 

40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one 

of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 

2a.
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 

42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 
43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 
44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to You?’ 

45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 

46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Matthew 12:24–32 (NKJV)

24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, 
the ruler of the demons.” 

25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand. 

26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 
27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your 
judges. 

28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. 
29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And 
then he will plunder his house. 
30 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 

31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 

blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven men. 

32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in 
the age to come.

7 Woes

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, 

and of the end of the age?”

The age of Israel; 
when the present 
circumstances are 
completed

4242 παρουσία (parousia), ας (as), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3952; TDNT 
5.858—1. LN 85.25 presence, coming, advent, being in person (2Co 10:10; Lk 
17:24 v.r.; 1Co 1:8 v.r. NA26); 2. LN 15.86 arrival (2Co 7:6), note there may be 
overlap in the verses and entries, to come to be present at a particular place—‘to 

come, to arrive, to come to be present.

the all important question that 
governs the next two chapters

The kingdom offered 
and rejected

The chapters in this study are not directed to the church.

Their teaching tribulation Jews and instructing them to be prepared for the final day 
of that age;

 
once again this is not instruction for Church Age believers on how to be prepared 

for the Second Coming of Christ?

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 

What gospel was Jesus preaching?

Believing Jews cannot enter the kingdom because it will now be postponed due to their leaders rejection of the kingdom

Referring to the apostles, and a select few who would teach and inscripturate, 
to usher in, and establish the age to come/ the church age

Matthew’s gospel is related to the Kingdom, 
and the presentation of the King

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

This passage is so 
frequently cherry 
picked

144,000 Jews in the tribulation have a special role, 
similar to Old Testament Jews to be a testimony to 
the rest of the world, spreading the gospel

What gospel? Answer: verse 4 through vers 31

Church age gospel: Titus 3:5 (NKJV)
5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit, 

Old testament gospel

Three gospels1.

2.

3.

The tribulation generation can know that the arrival of the King 
and the Kingdom is near

The signs will be an indicator that it is near

The point of this parable is to warn the tribulation 
generation of Jews to get ready the time is near

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 

Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

and

Then is used for a 
chronological 
progression of time 
in the sequence of 
events

5538 τότε (tote): adv.; ≡ Str 
5119—LN 67.47 then, when, at 

The surviving remnant 
Jewish believers

mmm

This is not directed to church age believers ! 

The oil has nothing to do with the Holy Spirit; 

it's just the element that illustrates that the wise had prepared for 
the sudden return of Christ and the foolish had not

oil

Don't try to read into a parable meaning for every 
element; if Jesus doesn't say what it means then it's not 

significant

Parables are not doctrine, they are illustrations of doctrine being taught

Example:
The parables of Matthew 13 are 
contextually linked with each other

Parable of the Soils
Parable of the Wheat and Tars
Parable of the Mustard Seed
Parable of the Leaven
Parable of the Hidden Treasure
Parable of the Pearl of Great Price
Parable of the Dragnet
Parable of the Householder

These parables were given 

At a different time with a different 

context

These parables taught 
previously and 
unrevealed truths 
about the nature of 
the kingdom

gar

The kingdom parables are about Israel and the kingdom; not the church

Obedient servants
saved

Obedient servants
saved

Disobedient servants

unbeliever

the Lord

Servant in the O.T. included 
all Israel saved or unsaved

Whereas in the N.T. a 

Servant of God is a believer

The church has not been established yet, this is teaching to ethnic Israel

Teaching what it means to be a wise servant;
they are prepared, they have believed in Jesus as the soon coming King

link to the 
previous 

parable of 
the 10 virgins

Teaching what a faithful servant is; specifically what he does 
in relation to obedience to direction given by the Lord

the faithful servant is illustrated by the talents

the wise servant is illustrated by the Virgins

Teaching that the faithful servant; will receive inheritance. Those 
who are faithful to their responsibilities in the tribulation period

Not the Lord

If you understand repent to mean simply changing your 
mind from unbelief to belief, then it could be used.

However that's not how most understand it

John 20:31 (NKJV)
31 but these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have 
life in His name.

Matthew 24:37
37 But as the days of Noah were, so 
also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. 

Context reveals that this is about judgment on rebellious Israel

Matthew 23:37–38 (NKJV)
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 

38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you 
say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ ”

Matthew 24:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to 
show Him the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left 
here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, 

and of the end of the age?”

The age of Israel; 
when the present circumstances of 
that age are completed

4242 παρουσία (parousia), ας (as), ἡ 
(hē): n.fem.; ≡ Str 3952; TDNT 5.858
—1. LN 85.25 presence, coming, 
advent, being in person (2Co 10:10; 
Lk 17:24 v.r.; 1Co 1:8 v.r. NA26); 2. LN 
15.86 arrival (2Co 7:6), note there 
may be overlap in the verses and 
entries, to come to be present at a 
particular place—‘to come, to arrive, 

The rapture is 
distinct from 
the second 
coming and 
separated by 7 
years

Israel my servant: this term does not indicate that they are all 
saved. But that God chose them to make His will known to the rest of the 
world:

Leviticus 25:55 (NKJV)

55 For the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are 
My servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

Isaiah 41:8–9 (NKJV)

8 “But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, The descendants of 
Abraham My friend. 
9 You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, And called from its farthest regions, And said to you, 

‘You are My servant, I have chosen you and have not cast you away:

Isaiah 44:2 (NKJV)

2 Thus says the Lord who made you And formed you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O 
Jacob My servant; And you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

Genesis 12:2 (NKJV)
2 I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.

Matthew 13:12 (NKJV)
12 For whoever has, to him 
more will be given, and he 
will have abundance; but 
whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be 
taken away from him.

Romans 9:4–5 (ESV)

4 They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. 
5 To them belong the patriarchs, and 
from their race, according to the flesh, is 
the Christ, who is God over all, blessed 
forever. Amen.

What are the implications for us? 

Just as Israel was given tremendous privileges and responsibilities 
by the Lord, and will be held accountable for them, 

we as Church age believers are given tremendous blessings. We’ve 
been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies.

We’ve been given a vast amount of spiritual resources including 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the filling of the Spirit.

And the completed Canon of Scripture, and we will be held 
accountable for how we use it.

Just because we’re saved/ justified, doesn’t mean there’s not going 
to be accountability. 

So let’s use what God has given us (His word) for His glory; to 
benefit each other in the body of Christ. 

This study was all about how church age 
believers think about God's word so that we 
do not misuse it; 

 but to the tribulation generation of Jews.

Gentiles

By preaching the gospel of the kingdom many Gentiles come to faith in the Jewish King 

and they will treat the Jews with respect

The tribulation was Satan's last great effort to destroy the 
Jewish nation before Jesus could take His throne

The goats are hateful and disrespectful to the Jews in the tribulation; they are sympathetic 
with Satan's intent to destroy the Jews , they are children of Satan

Harsh conditions that 
the Jews will be in 
during the tribulation

Jesus is giving this generation of believing Jews confidence that in the midst 
of these terrible circumstances, they can be sure of His quick return

The circumstances that forestalled the kingdom of God:

Jesus is addressing the disciples, he's 
looking right through them and speaking 
to corporate Israel, during the hour of 
their testing, shortly before His second 
coming

Jesus is addressing the 
disciples, he's looking right 
through them, speaking to 
them as if they are corporate 
Israel, during the hour of their 
testing, shortly before His 
second coming

1.1.26

Preparing for the imminent return of Christ

This word “coming" is speaking to that 
generation of believers who will actually 
witness His arrival.

When Jesus returns for us, He's returning in the air, to snatch the church from off the Earth.

Jesus Christ's second return, is to the Earth, to stay and rule over for 1000 years
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