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To the angel of the churches:

The evaluation reports are directed to the angels of the 7 churches:

Revelation of the mystery hidden in God since the beginning of the 
ages

This mystery was not just given to Paul only, but to all the apostles which 
would include John the Revelator:

Ephesians 3:1–8 (NKJV)
1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—
2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation administration of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 
3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 

4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 

5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: 
6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the 
gospel, 
7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of 
His power. 
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

God's hidden eternal purpose for angels and mankind together, is revealed 

to ANGELS in the church age, through the church:

But it's not only that, it's to:

Ephesians 3:9-11 (NKJV)

9 and to make all see what is the fellowship strategy of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church 

to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, 

11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Stars and their biblical use in both Hebrew (kôkāb) star and Greek, Old 
and New Testament:

Stars of the Abrahamic covenant:

Abraham's descendants are quantitatively compared to Stars:
Genesis 15:5 (NKJV)

5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the Stars if 

you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants 
be.”

Stars representing corporate Israel, God is going to preserve the nation 
Israel:

Genesis 37:9 (NKJV)
9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another 

dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven Stars bowed down to me.”

Hebrews 11:12 (NKJV)

12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the Stars of the sky in 
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

Revelation 12:1 (NKJV)

1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 

feet, and on her head a garland of twelve Stars.

Abraham's descendants were multiplied as the Stars of heaven, and out of 
that multitude/ from Jacob, a Star arose: 

Numbers 24:17 (NKJV)

17 “I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out of Jacob; A 
Scepter shall rise out of Israel, And batter the brow of Moab, And destroy all the sons of tumult.

Revelation 22:16 (NKJV)

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

Stars in the night sky, are always understood to be bright shining 

heavenly bodies: 

Stars as a classification for angels, identifies them specifically as 

heavenly beings:

Job 38:7 (NKJV)

7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Isaiah 14:13 (NKJV)

13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I 
will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;

Judges 5:20 (NKJV)

20 They fought from the heavens; The stars from their courses fought against Sisera.

Daniel 8:10 (NKJV)

10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the 
ground, and trampled them.

Revelation 9:1–3 (NKJV)

1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to 
the bottomless pit. 
2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun 
and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit.
3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the 
earth have power.

Revelation 1:16 (NKJV)
16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance 
was like the sun shining in its strength.

Revelation 1:20 (NKJV)

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: 

The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
which you saw are the seven churches.

sun

The Morning star:

The time of the morning star is the arrival of Jesus Christ to set up his kingdom:

Malachi 4:1–3 (NKJV)
1 “For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be 
stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” Says the Lord of hosts, “That will leave them neither 
root nor branch. 

2 But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in 
His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 
3 You shall trample the wicked, For they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet On the day that I do this,” 
Says the Lord of hosts.

Numbers 24:17 (NKJV)

17 “I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out of Jacob; A Scepter shall rise 
out of Israel, And batter the brow of Moab, And destroy all the sons of tumult.

Matthew 17:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 

2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the SUN, and His clothes 
became as white as the light.

Revelation 1:14 (NKJV)

14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire;

Luke 1:78 (NKJV)

78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;

2 Peter 1:19 (NKJV)

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines 

in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;

Revelation. 
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secondary 
purposes 

A specific type of 
construction in 
Greek grammar 

that's called "the 
final 
purpose"

There are 
secondary 
purposes that lead 
to this ultimate 
intent

Revelation 12:1 is the fulfillment of this 
promise:

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 

between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

This is talking about the angels. 
This isn’t just hyperbole. It should be taken literally. 

Satan wants to rule over the stars of God, the 
angels.

This is showing that there is an angelic dimension 
to that physical battle. It’s not the Jews, the Israelites 
fighting the Canaanites. There is a fight going on 
in the unseen realm.

synonymous terms

this is the mid-Tribulation event when Satan and the 
fallen angels are kicked out of Heaven.

This symbolism relates to the Kingdom which is portrayed in the O.T. as 

a time of light not darkness. 

It is a time of the Sun rising. It’s the time of the morning star.

vv. 2 is talking about the prosperity of the Millennial Kingdom.

The Sun of Righteousness is going to illuminate the world, and 
like the sun, the rays go throughout the world and illuminate the entire 
world. It depicts this as a sunrise.

The final judgment of the 
Tribulation period.

The final judgment of 
the Tribulation period.

424 ἀνατολή (anatolē), ῆς (ēs), ἡ (hē): n.fem.; ≡ 
DBLHebr 4667, 7708, 7710; Str 395; TDNT 1.352
—3. LN 14.42 ἀνατολὴ ἐξ ὕψους (anatolē ex 
hypsous), the dawn from on high; the 
rising sun from heaven

anatolē

We’re in darkness now, but when The SUN of Righteousness comes, 
when the Messiah comes to establish His Kingdom, then this is the 
illumination of the world.

This is the realization and comprehension of Christ coming in His 
Kingdom, something that only believers will recognize. 

They will recognize when the Kingdom is being established, 
and so this becomes clear to them in their hearts.

Remember the heart is often used as the seat of thinking, so it is not 
talking about something mystical. It’s talking about in your mind, in 
your thinking you will come to realize that the Kingdom has now 
arrived. At that time of writing and to this day, the Kingdom is not here.

the heart is often used as the 
seat of thinking, this is not 
something mystical. 

It’s talking about, in your mind, 
in your thinking you will come 
to realize when that the 
Kingdom has now arrived. 

mmm
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Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea

We’ve been studying The book of Revelation and more recently the 

evaluation reports to the Seven Churches

You can know that you are fulfilling your gifting, even when you don't know 
what you're gifting is; and thats when you know that you're walking in the Spirit.
And you know that your walking in the Spirit When: 

1. you're number one priority is to submit to God's authority 
in every category of your life.

2. the word of God is the priority of your soul, .
3. your hunger is for TRUTH.
4. you have a clear understanding of God's system for 

receiving Divine knowledge, and you align yourself 
with that system.

Gods thought system for 
mankind:

Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV)
1 I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that you present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service. 
2 And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.

God's gifting to the church was with purpose:

Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ, 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and ofeven the knowledge of the Son of God, 

to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.

Quality.
Legally approved.
Unadulterated TRUTH

4639 πρός (pros): prep.; ≡ Str 4314; TDNT 6.720—8. LN 89.60 
for, a marker of purpose

pros pros pros

3588 μέχρι (mechri): prep. (never compounded with 
verbs)and cj.; ≡ Str 3360—1. LN 67.119 until, the 
continuous extent of time up to a point—
‘until, to, at last, at length.

mechri
The word of 
God/ our belief 
system

Verse 13 says our goal is maturity, a mature person is reflecting the character of Christ.

Verse 14 is in contrast to 13

mature

In scripture, the word and often has an ascensive use.

Instead of the word and which suggests something in addition; 
a better reading would be:

come to the unity of the faith even the knowledge of the son of God

God has structured the church in such a way that He expects us to follow:

The Revelation is given to John the apostle who inscripturates it. 
In Revelation 1:4  John is addressing the book to the seven churches. 

So he's going to send a copy to the pastor of each church. 
The pastor is then going to read it, understand it, and then make it known to his 

congregation.

Special attention is directed to the angels of the seven churches, as each report opens with 
an angel as the addressee, “to the angel of the church of Ephesus write,” 

God wants the church to know that 
the angels are keeping a record of 
our obedience to the details of His 
word

ascensive

The :

Acts 17:10–11 (NKJV)

10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they 
went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

These Berean Jews were fair minded, they were excited to hear the word, they were truly interested in the 
things of God more than just religion. 

When they heard the gospel it challenged them. They received the word and searched the Scripture. "With 
great eagerness" they were excited and open to what Paul said. 

They searched the Scriptures daily. These are unbelievers initially but they hear the claim of Paul and they 
hear him present a logical case from the Old Testament; of which they have some level of knowledge. 

It's important to note that they do not have a Baskin-Robbins church world system of beliefs that they're 
searching to determine what's true or not. They're searching the Old Testament scripture, carefully examining 
what Paul is saying, and realizing the truth of it. 

They're using the word of God, to validate the word of God.

They're not going to a dozen different commentators or commentaries to decide what they believe. They are 
Jews hearing a message in their own language, searching scripture in a familiar language that is 
contemporary to their time. And therefore able to conclude that what Paul saying is true.

The best thing that ever Christian can do is to carefully read the scripture over and over and over. Familiarize 
yourself with the Old and New Testament.

In every study, we encourage comments and questions, to give everyone the same opportunity that the 

Bereans took to check the pastor to verify and clarify what's being said.

373 ἀνακρίνω (anakrinō): vb.; ≡ Str 350; TDNT 3.943—1. LN 27.44 study 
thoroughly, seek to learn the truth of by the process of careful study (Ac 
17:11); 2. LN 56.12 investigate in court (Lk 23:14; 1Co 9:3); 3. LN 33.412 
criticize, express disapproval (1Co 9:3), for another interp, see prior; 4. LN 
30.109 evaluate carefully, examine, judge (1Co 2:15; Ac 11:12 v.r.)

anakrinōeagerness

When the evidence points to a conclusion in a study, we have the intended meaning, and that's what we hold onto as 

God's word. Scripture validates itself!

We never want to make unsubstantiated matter of fact conclusions with the word of God; but we demonstrate the biblical 
evidence in the context that draws that draws the conclusion for us.

It's always very good to question, questions are essential.

As a parishioner four years, I have listened to multiple ministers over and over again that have made unsubstantiated 

matter of fact conclusions with the word of God. And for just as many years, I would question "how do you 
know that”?  not to be rebellious, but because I really wanted to know whether or not what they were saying was 

actual TRUTH so I would say to myself “maybe so but maybe no.”

Bible study should look like what we're doing. 
But on top of that, it must include: when the evidence has been demonstrated, 

everyone taking the time to assimilate God's word by reviewing the studies with careful 
repeated meditation, until it becomes part of our thinking, and our character has been transformed. So that 
everyone can connect the dots from study to study and gain a more robust comprehension of God’s plan for angels and 
mankind like as He is directing it through the ages from before angels were created to its ultimate conclusion in the New 
Jerusalem, that holy city that comes down out of heaven from God on the new new Earth

Purpose clause

to examine in detail. It is 
a word that is used in a 
legal investigation.
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